THE INNER SECRETS
OF COMMUNISN! IN ACTIO!
by a Man Who Patted ihe “IRON CURTA
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Edmund Stevens 1s a newspaperman—a train
observer and fluent writer For more than ten y&!
he lived and werked in Soviet Russia and

satellite countries He spoke the language so w
that he was often mistaken by Russians for one
their own he mixed with the pecple listened
their loud enthusiasms—and to their whisper
complaints he shared with them their shght ple
wes—and shuddered with them et the shadow
the dread Secret Police—the MVD', *

When he returned to America Stevens brouc
with lim his Russian wife and young sen a sy
pathy for the Russian people and an aman
knowledge of the strange and unbehevably pe
erful government under which they five—and ¢
—or merely disappear!

Mr Stevens’ story 1s shecking fopical and wit
It tears apart the cloak of mystery that has
long covered the USSR—and objectively reve
the truth sbout Commuaism in achion!



THIS 1§

RUSSHA
JN-CENSORED!

by
EDMUND STEVENS

tntroduchion by Gen. Welter Bedell Smith
(Former U § Arbassodot 1o the Soviet Unron)

COMPLETE AND UNABRIDGED,

(0

ETON BOOKS, INC.



THIS IS RUSSTIA—UNCENSORED
Copyright, 1950, by Cdmund Stevens
.

Eton Reprint Edinion
Copyright, 1951, by Eton Books Inc

COMPLETE AND UNABRIDGED

This ETON book contains the entlre

taxt as originally publithed

Futiuhed by arrangement 50iik Didier Publishers

Printed 10 US A,



CONTENTS



A MVD--THE THING THAT STALKS 8

XUI NO EAIT

AV ATTERMATH OF THE PURGES 98
XV SOVILT ARTISTS TOE THE LINE~-
OR LLSE! 108

AVI THE INTERNAL PROPAGANDA LINE 136
XVII RUSSIAN CLAIMS TO TIRSTS 154
)‘:\'Ill PARTY ABOVE SCIENCE

AIX THE AGITATOR S HANDBOOK 164

XX THE TRUTH ABOUT JEWS IN RUSSIA i

XX1 THE BALTIC PROVINCES~END OF A
BRANCH LINC

AAll TOREIGN ENVOYS AND PRESS CORPS 193

\XIJ WILL THE REGIMCNTED WORK SLAVES
REVOLT?

180

07

ANIV THE VOICE THAT HAUNTS 2



FOREW ORD

YLWS pave Pr Y s ¢ the fra prok €7 the
by the Yot e ronden Farm
g The ¢ ris¢

fucade ¢ €

Sovret Um0
und dres ar;med "

peer yewrs of Zisll ey mment Gradudly $he
porers 0% wd  mmon purpose ahuch conceded
the toay €7 o has crampled end
desarn kot B Government 10 the
Bestern ¥ € pe cnt Daning 1his
gerod of ¢ ( samen b been ruvmulnlv Qffenlt for
So ¢

clase ranse €€ €7 e of Pe s cene 10 TOER

sy Hers Mr 5¢.° it
n the 137

thar objerti®
noex e snuly fortan?
Lo and thoan w e
wrfe he pes €3¢ yr

1o Flaest
¢ and !
ke knot cds
o whch f¢

1 gent Russna?

¢ and unuﬂmrdmg
of the Ra an P

We ¢ noTs hxne
e he 1 ale o et and b hves of he St
o melene 0f persomal comisc

growtedge TH "

e re ulting smages &f

atnneds
o

people hrots

and broad T erpa onal

regected sn P bk I and depthe

At






PROLOGUE

DEPARTURE TO EREE SPEECH

Al oo wmexta gap divded ws from Soviet sort a5 the
g00d ship Byeloosror st off Winle Lerungrad shpped
astera, our tnmediate feehngs were of unrestran=d rehef

After years of hope and frustranon our final memory of
the USSR was a threehour bow with custorms ok
that Yeft us sngry and exbaused Thery casefully pached
artcle was dragged ow and scrunmized A dydee dofl of
aur daughter's that squeaked when squeered atoused apeceal
uspicion

Qaly at the end of 2 frunless quest did we learn what they
were Joohung for At this pount the chuef inspector aceusrd
me of having sold our automobile wllegally for gnld 1o 2
Sower cruzen! 1 was sble to furmsh wanen refutation of
this charge—the car 1n question had been legally transferred
to 3 foragn diplomat—so the offiaals, loohing som~what
crestiallen, permuteed us 1o cram our effects back sato trunhs
and go aboasd

This parung episode was final proof that our mave was
umely Of late we had sensed ympondersble walls oany
s wpon us The wr tself was doned wath hate and sus
peion The press attachs on everythiag Amencan grew 10
siolence and vauperation Closer 1o home, 16 week passed
without Americant correspondenty being priloned as e

The ant American campaign penetrated even 1o the child
world Cur son and davghter were taumed by thar netgh
borbood nlavmates as * Amerilantn? by now a \tﬂ’xrui

3






PROLOGUE
DEPARTURE TG FREE SPEECH

A s wmesne gep dovided s from Souet sonl 2g O\~
good shup Byeloostror cast off While Lenungrad shiopd
asiern, our immedute feehngs wese of unresiran~d relief

Abter years of hope and frusuanon, our final memory of
the USSR was a threehour bour weih customs offanh
that left us angry and exhausted Exery carclully packed
arndle was dragged out 2nd scruumzed A dydee doll of
our daughter s that squeahed when squeezed aroused speual
suspraot,

Qaly at the 2nd of a frusdess quest dd we lean whatthey
were loohing for Av this powt the chuef wspector seeused
me of having sold our amomobnle »flegally for gold tg o

sovier anzent 1 was able to furnssh wntten refutacion of
s charge—the car 1n question had been legally transfeyred
o davage bt che affaely dalons somaviae
srestfallen, permuted s to ceam our effects back 1170 trynt.g
and go aboard,

Thus parung emsode was final proof that eue mone gz
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meon The press attachs on everythung Amenican grey 45
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and ueless through 2 senes of complet maneuvers we man-

2ged 1o shike thers for 2 b, they were o our tal from
caz unty] we turned m.

ma‘v:nlo% has been commonly assumed that all selephones
serving foreygnets are connected 1o 2 ceatral histening post—~
and on more than one oceanon »¢ had evidence thae oue
hae was carefully chesked Flowewer, there had pot beea,
s we thoughe, any further penetranion of the privacy of
our home

"Then, ane day, we caught Nasua rifling sur personal desh
drawers and collecting note pads and address books, Nasa
had come to worh for us back, wn 1946 a5 an applacheched
peasant it fresh from the willage After onc year, dunng
which my wife truned her as a tolerable housemard, she
Teft to musry 3 policeman

We next heard from her Yast sprng, when she alled vp
and asked for her 1o hach Since nobody wanted to work
for Amencans and servants were hard to get, my wife
agreed to take her on With ahat address book anaident, we
redlized that Nasua, no longer the apple<hecked

peasant
gl had been assgned to us Wealsn fn =2 .
the hab » ~£

has the .
up con .o « v g per out wads the ik
of some erivial 1oy

Before these troubles, we had lived 1 Moscow, 56 peace-
fully 2nd unmolested as amy where else 1 the world Though

we 52w few Russian frsends, we took part 1n the socra e
of the closely kaue foregn colony, whih ean provide 2
mghtlv pasty for those thus tachaed

We enyoyed 10 the fulf the splendid theaters, corcerss
R advantages of Moscow, 1

But we had
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Smnll wonder our last contacts with Soviet life around v
disntegrated rapydly Tven the press depariment of the
Foreign Minstey, through which 1l our offiennl relations
were funneled, now vartually apnored us Our least reguest
was ignored or refused

All this was bearable s long as ¢ remaned impersonal
But early 1n 1949 we suddenlv discovered that we were
constantly being spied upan Whenever someone entered or
Ieft the garden gate an front of onr one story log house a
curtan 10 2 window opposite was rused shyhily

Young men, 100 nell dressed for lonerers lounged on
nearby corners or strolled back and forth outnde Friends
who dropped in were followed home ind in due course
called 1 for questonmg Our nuxt-door newghbors, too,
were gniled, and though we had koown them for years,
they took to avosding us utterly

Soan we noted that not only was the house warched, but
sye ourselves were shadowed wherever we went

1f my wife and [ left the house separately by car or tax,
each of us was tmled by a htde blach German BMW car
with four men mside They tried to be mconsprcuous, duch
sng behind truchs or trolley buses and whenever we halted,
they, too, would pull up at « respectable distanee, preferably
sust behind a corner

We soon learned their techniques and one of our {avorste
sports W13 1o lead them into a blind streer and then mahe
a U turn tha brought us alangade This seemed o em
barrass them no end, and they would try to crouch down
out of sight The moment we got out of the car, they
pramptly deployed to s:;\at:gm street corners or doorways,
whence they tould watch our moves

They aso followed us af we 100k the*  ~op erree ™8
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be held for tral as long as Gubiches perhaps even Tonger
“The Russians believe 1 precedents

These were the implicauions that made our intensive shad
awing seem espeaally smster and speeded our deparit e
A strange climax for an asugnment underahen wih the
convicuon that the world s funire depends on understanding
and Ernendshup between the United States and Russia

But 1 hold tus convicnon now more than ever!
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trouble Leeping art, music and dancing teachers for the
chldren There were plenty available, well qualified and
reasonable. But the moment they discovered we were Amer-
jcans—usually after the second or third lesson, we could
not heep daughter from coming out with st—~they bowed
oUL O some pretext

Even our German shepherd pup was subyect 1o this same
antt fareign discirmnation. We tried 1n vaint to enter hum
o rmmng schoo), or, fahing that, arrange with some
tramner for puvate instruction  Everything connccted with
dog tramning, we discovered, was vnder the army or avihan
auxiliary command and only dogs with the proper com
munmist pohtical background at home could quabfy

Despute these drawbachs we were far beuer off than most
foreign ressdents swho had no contacts with the Russians
and who tived in drib flats or hatel rooms We had a home
of our own, furmshed and cquipped like =a Amencan
house, with everything, including the huchen nink and @
synall but attracuve garden

We could only gucss as to why we suddenfy had become
the objects of so much orginzed wnterest But the uming
suggested that the Gubichev case might have had some
beartag The Sowiets, who clamed diplomatic immunity
for this Russian Unned Navons employee rrested for es
pionage, sad planly i prent that reprsals nughe be ex
pected agaast Amencans i Moscow

The number of candidxtes for such reprisals was uncam
fortably small, and of these the correspendents were the
Ikehest

The Gubichev case had provided a new nd dangerous
precedent. Whereas some Amertcan reporters had simply
been shipped out of Russia, any futies ~rene coakably coanld



Depagrere 10 Free Seercit 7

be held for tnal as long as Gubuchev, perhaps even longer
"The Russians believe 1n precedents

These were the amp that made our 1nt shad
owing scem especially simister and speeded our departure
A strange chimax for an assgnment undertalen with the
conviction that the world s future depends on und~rstanding
and friendship between the Unied States and Russiz

But 1 hold thus conviction now more than ever]




I POLITBURO RIVALS

sg
TALSN 55 the Lenm of todwy *

Fhus recent formula, which Soviet edstostal swriters use
with recurning frequency, sums up the postwar apotheoss
of the Kremhn leader

At one ume, Stalin clasmed to be no more than the
humble appreauce of Lenun, the great revolutsonacy master
The very term ‘Stalinism  was caned as a derogatory e
thet by poliucal opponents

Seldom 1 history has 1 man become a legend in hs own
lifetime Yet Stalin the man already has been totally replaced
by Stalin the Jegend shese the Russian public 1s concerned

The legendary Stahin 15 a mellow, un lelile character,
who lives to accepr bouquets of flowers from hittle gels i
tohen of thanks for ther happy childhood” He rdtes
gentle pauence and benevolent wisdom

All thus bears httle resemblance to the sharp ruthless
pobiticsan who guned control of the party maclunery as
Lenins hand faltered and who, by 1 senies of deft moves,
not only consolidated hus own position but outmanewvered
¢the entire group of Lenin s close assoentes who finally were
disposed of dunng the purges of 1934 38

Chief cultivator of the Stalin legend s Stalin humself
His mode of hie, his esery publie act of utteranee, 15 ealeu.
Tated to Bt this role. Having disorced tumsclf fargely from
the everyday buniness of government, he descends from the

Olympran remoteness of hnsBscmx reurement only at rire .,
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intervals to mahe hustory with a few wellchosen words,
usually 1 the form of 2 press release

Stalin has not made a public speech since February, 1946,
when he addressed hus dunng the Sup
Scvitt elechion campugn From year to yeat, he lengthens
Ius vacauons at s Soct villa on the Black Sea

Meanwhtle, responsibility for ruaning the state gravitates
icreasingly to Stalias beutenants, the members of the
Poltburo This 15 the level at which the struggle for
personal power takes place.

The order of ascendancy 2t a gnen time always can be
ascertamed from the abignment of portraits displayed on
Sowiet holidays When Andres A Zhdanov was alne, Stalin,
1n the center, was flanked 1nvanably by Viachistav M Molo-
tov on the night and Zhdasov on the left.

Next to Molotov came Georgt M. Malenkov and next to

Zhdanav, Laurenty P Beng, but 2t one um= Bena was
alongside Molotov

The dermise of Zhdanov disarranged the pattern and for
2 ume Bersa and Malenhov appeared to be running nech
and nech while Molotov continued to hold first place.

The race was so close that  recall how, dunng the No-
vember 7, 1947, fesuvities, the positions of Malenkav and
zm portraits were shifted twice 1n the course of a single

Y

‘Withun recent years, a major readjustment has occurred
Berig, a pow erful figure by virtue of tus control of the MVD
and close personal relauons with Stahn, does not appear
10 aspste to further advancement. Molotov, since he relin
quiched the foresgn mumstry, has gone 1nto partial echipse
Russians say that Molotov, even in his prime, was important
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Alexander Kuznetsov, trade umon chairman, both products
of Zhdanov’s party orgamzauon,

Whate Zhdanov somenmes was wnclined to 03 erreach tum-
slf, as 1n the 1939 attack on Finland, the expulsion of Tito
from the Comnform, and the Berlin blockade, Malenhov
favors consolidation of present holdings before attempting
further expansion It would be utterly wrong to construc
this a5 meaning a softer polity more “fnendly™ or concha
tory toward the West. There 15 nothing soft or “fnendly’
about Malenkov

At home, Malenkov's consolidanon policy has meant
whoksale collectivization of the Baks, deportaton of “un
relable clements from border and coastal areas, and re-
newed discrimination against the Jews

There has been no lerup i the party indocmnation cam-
paign in all spheres of leatning and culture which Zhdanav
sutiated Part of the Malenkov policy bas beea to intensify
the anu Amencan campaign, to expend enermaus efforts
and resources on blacking out the Voice of Amenca radio-
casts 10 Russian

Abroad, the Malenkov consohidation policy has meant
tighter control of the Cominform countries, ruthless ehmtna
tion of “Titoists,’ of all Communusts with the shightest spinit
of independence, umversal and arbutrary 1mposition of the
Soviet econorme pattern, ncluding collectwization of the
peasantry and destructon of the myddle classes, using the
extrajundical technique of the MVD, as well as the “model”
m;l‘s ;vnh theur self accusations

alenkov's caution 13 reflected 1 the Lfung of the Berbin
blockade and 1n the fact that the campaign agnmst “Tito has
50 far stopped short of actual invasion. But such things are
2 matter of cold judgment and tactics and do not express
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only as the 1ppendage or reflecion of Stalin and was never
a personality in hus own night s present dechine, they dd,
1s simply the result of Stalin’s inereased retirement

The rivaley between Zhdnov and Maleakov was long an
open secret It was a struggle between 1ntithetical tempera
ments rather than opposing political views Zhdanov was
the brilliant antellectual, inclined to brashness, but with 1
Leen instunct of lerdership, the only spellbinder in the Polit
bure His intense party zeal was flavored strongly with
Russimn nawonahsm He was a man of considerable cultural
bachground, thoroughly versed 1n Russiin literature and
with a rich command of hus natne languge He was, n
addinon, an accomplished mteur pranist Like other Sovict
leaders of hus gencration, lus knowledge of the outside world
ws negligible

Malenl ov 15 the typical product of the party apparatus,
i which he has spent hus entire dult hfe Lacking mass
apperl, he dislikes the Iimelight and prefers to pull wires
behind the scenes Cautious where Zhdanov was impetuous,
plodding where Zhdanov was brilbant, Malenhov has a
brain closely "hin to the vast party card mdex which he
Leeps as chicf of the party orgamzation He thus occupies
today much the same strategic post that Stahn held when
Lenin was fuling He has the sune talent for party machine
mantpulation that stood Stahin m good stead i the diys of
the struggle for Lenins mandde Zhdanoy, by companison,

had more of Trotsky's charactenstics
Dunng the past year, Malenhov has used s position to
carry out 1 quiet but thorouph purge from fey posts of
Zhdanov’s proteges and ppontces, the most important of
whom were Nikoln Vozsescnsby, memter of the Polt
buro and churman of the State Phanwg, Commission, ap >~
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1 reall the case—shortly before World War 1—of 2
former Amencan woman of Russian ongin who had re
tarned 1o Russa and taken out Sowiet auzenshup Latery
for personal veasons she deaded she wanted to gine up
hes Soviet ciizenship and return to the United States

Funally, after several years of fudess batbing with the
wia authoraues, she ashed for and was granted an inter
wiew with halun Gruffly, he thumbed through her file

“You were born 1n Russia You dida’t hbke 1t Yo went
to Amenca®” he inquired

“Yes sud the woman

“You didnt Lhe 1t 1 Amenca You came bach to
Russia?

“Yes the woman answered once 2gam

“You don t ke it here You want 1o go back to Amenea?”™
“Why, er—" began the woman, flustered by such abrupt
213

“That 1s all ™ haliun broke 1o “] shall see what can be
lone ciuzeness

Before the astonished wisitor could utter thanks, she was
shished out ‘Ten days Jater, she got her exit visa

While all the men on the Polubuwro are capable and
devoted to the Communist cause wndindual abshty vanes
Least brllant of the lot, by general agreement, 13 hle
ments Voroshlov pre war Commussar for Defense untl
Stakin took over Today Voroshilov continues to ll 2 mar
shal s umform, but he has no major responsibiliues Duning
the purge, Voroshilov Jost hus closest assistants—Gamarnih,
Tubhachevsky Yakir, Yegorov, and 2 bost of others, 1
cduding much of the Soviet Army hugh command The ar
cumstance that he humself survived this holocaust as well
a3 the thsconery of senous gaps 1 Soviet preparedness 1
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I recall the case—shortly before World War Jl—of a
former Amencan woman of Rustian ongin who had e
turned to Russia and taken out Soviet auzenship Later,
for personal teasons, she decyded she wanted to gne up
her Sovict cnszenshyp and return to the Unuted States.

TFunally after several years of fruidess banhng with the
visa authontes, she ashed for and was granted an inter
yiew with halinin Gruffly, he thumbed through her file

“You were born 1n Russia. You dida’t like 1t You went
to Amenca?” he inquired

“Yes said the worman.

“You didnt bhe 1t 1 Amenca You came back to
Russia®”
“Yes, " the womap answered once again
“You don t Lke it here You want ta go back ta Amenca®”
*Why, er—" began the woman, flustered by such abrupt

nesy

“That 15 alt ™ Kahon broke 1o ] shall see what can be
one, tuzeness.”

Before the astorushed vistor could utter thanks, she was
vhisked oue Ten days later, she got her et visa

While all the men on the Polnburs are capsble and
devoted to che Communist cause, indwidual abihity vanes
Least brilliant of the lot, by general agreement, 13 Rie
meny Voroshilov pre war Commussar for Defense ynest

s Lvs y, 1483ty Xegorov, and 2 host of othe :
cluding much of the Sovier Army high command T:e' ;n:
cumstance that he himself survived ths holocaust as well

3s the discovery of senous gaps in Soviet Preparedpess 1n
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Nikita Khruscher has been Stalins fauthful 4f not bratliant
proconsul m the Uhraine ever since the purge chrupated
the previous Ubrawuan party tuerarchy Niboln Shvermb
graduated .0 hugh poliues from the trade umon bureau
cracy where he served for years 23 chaurman of the All
Unton Central Council of Trade Uniwns He succeeded
Kalinun 25 Chairman of the Prasidium of the Suprere So

‘iet—utular chaef of stare. But under hus incumbency that
office o longer s the cleanng house for personal gnevances
1t was vnder habimn His chuef duties axe passing owr gov
ernment decoraons and recerving heads of foreign mus
£ns
Most colorless figure 1 the Politburo 15 easily Andrer
Andreyenich Andreyey (hnown as Triple A), who has held
innumerable posts without known distincuan, who never
wenites or says anything for publication and 1s almost never
d o any but whose photograph always
turns up at the nght place 1n ume to dispel recurrent sumors
of hus disgrace

Alexander hosygin, bhe Vi Ly, 1s 2 product of
Zhdano s Leningrad party organrzaton who was brought
down to Moscow to work n the upper party echelon under
Zhd1nov s patronage, Because of thig background fus futuec
appears uncertain under the Malenhov ascendancy

‘The names and faces of several addiuonal younger men
cfien are bracheted wih those of the Poluburo s mem
bcﬁ nli\X the up‘\;:x &::ny echelon

ol tecently, the outstanding roember of

Mikhail Suslov, named ¢h «f of the :;y:&:;ggzg ‘:::l
Propaganda Department when Zhdanoy was 1n the saddle

Suslov, who had a ¢ hed recned for und 4
~mame sem e an the North Caucasus dunng the German
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the carly weeks of the German aston, 18 commonly at-
tributed to Stalin’s personal fondness for and foyalty to
tus old friend *Khm” The present mumster of armed
forces, who took over when Stalin gave up the post two
years ago, 35 Nikolar Bulganmm, product of the Moscow
pty orgaization

L Kaganosich continues to hold his place as the sole
Jew 1n the Politburo and top party echelon He 1s famed
as the party’s outstanding trouble shooter, who at vanous
umes has braught otder out of chaos n agriculeure, heavy
industry and ralways

His mamigement of the Sovset Umon’s overworked and
nadequate transportation system in wartime was 4 brillant
contnibution to victory At vanous ume haganovich’s o
younger hrothers have held important posts His sister re-
portedly 1s Stalm’s presene (thurd) wife

Armeninn Anastas Mikoyan also 15 3 durable member
of the inner aircle, although no longer minister of foresgn
trade A heen and enterpnsing busimessman, 1n prewar
times, as commussar of the food industry, Mikoyan was an
enthusiastic convert to Amencan methods On hus return
from a trp to the Umited States he set up ice-cream factories
and meat prching plants sith machinery purchased in
America—and started 1 vigorous cimpugn to 2dd tomato
jyurce and hot dogs to the Russian diet He even opened an
automat restaurant and a cafetena, both copred from Amer

sc1n models

Today such activities would bave earned him disgrace
and ! as 1 *cosmopohitan’ and ‘slavish emuly
tor of the decadent bourgeors West* But in thase days Swky
himself hhed to use Amenea r= ~n awm—ente 6 T

s countrymen should learn
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Nder Mrsschev has been Stalin's fauhiful f not prithant
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RUBBER-STAMP PARLIAMENT,
RUBBER-STAMP PARTY

1

“We Russtans” a friend once remarked to me, “can claxm
one prionity that nobody ever will challenge We have 1n-
vented the world's dullest parhament”

My fnend was giving 2n average anzen’s epion of the
Supreme Soviet of the USSR, defined by the Soviet Con-
“1taton 23 * the hughest argan of state power of the USSR

The best mdication of what the Kremlin bosses really

funk of their sovereign Parlament s the fact that the
jupreme Soviet 1s the one government body whose pro-
xxedings ase open to foreign correspondents and diplomats
[ the Soviet Unson thus 1s 2 sure sign that no state matters
of eonsequence are to be dealt with

For 2 fortmght cach year, usually in February or March,
some one thousand, eight hundred Supreme Soviet deputies
comerge on Moscow fram all corners of the country They
are a colosful crowd, central Asiatics and Caucasians 1n therr
natve costumes, glded matshals and generals with chestuls
of shiny medals

In the Great Hall of the Kremlin, where the last Rom
anovs were crowned, they sit through endless speeches and
vote when cated on \u,do so Wk punctilious adherence

~to 3

P e, the ot

calls for a show
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of those i favor—~a forest of hands shoots up Newt he ashs
for thosc opposed Not one hand 1s rased, and so the chan
man announces Nyes!” Finally, he asks for the absten
tions Agmin not a single hand, and agan the same ane
nouncement ‘The churman then declares that the measure
or faw up for vote has been unanimously adopted and moves
on ta the nent stem

The main business of every Supreme Soviet sesston 1s the
adoption of the annual budget Just how the budget hip-
pened to be chosen for these deliberations, or some other
field of government activity, 1s & Kremhn secret The Sovet
Consttution, which sats forth the Supreme Soviet's func
tions, says nothing about its concentrating on the budget.

Yet, for the better part of a week, after approving the
agendn for the sessians, the delecates hsten first to the draft
of the budget presented by the mimster of finance, next to
specches by various delegates proposing munor changes and
amendments, and then to the final draft agan presented
by the fintnee minster, substannaily the same as the inua
draft, save that a few mmnor changes and recommendiuon
have been incorporated

The presentation of the draft 1s made at a jownt session o
both houses This 1s when Prime Minuster Joseph Stalin anc
the other members of the Polnburo put sn an wppeartnce
They nit on a rused platform 1t the frr end of the hall
behind the speakes’s stand, 1 the shadow of 2 rall whue
mrble Lenun

Alrer the figst half hour or so, Stalin usually saunters out,

ally the others follow suit Thereafter, the ¢ h'fg‘_

and gradu ; th
est Jasw making organ in the land” continues
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without the party leaders, save that the marble Lenin 18
always there

Just how much relauon these deliberations have to the
actual conduct of affawrs 1s 1ndicated by the arcumstance
that the budget for 1946 was not debated and approved until
October, when the fiscal year was almost over

Nor do the billions of rubles dealt with 1n the budget
gve much of a clue to the actual state of the country’s
economy, 1n view of the highly ncbulous value of the ruble

After the imtal joint seung, the two chambers of the
Supreme Soviet hold therr mecungs separately The finance
mumster submuts hus final draft, first to one chamber for
approval, and then to the other, which means that he makes
wirtually the same speech three separate times

Having passed the budget, in the last half hour of its final
session, each chamber hears the reports of the Supreme
sovet Prasidium and of the Council of Ministers on uhases
ind décrecs, appointments and dismussals dunng the tune
dapsed since the previous session

This 15 as close as the Supreme Soviet ever gets to the
actual substance of government Everything ts approved
rapud fire succession

Never has the Supreme Soviet let the Prasidium or the
counarl down by vetoing any measure passed between
sessions

Only on one oceasion 1n ats hustory was the Supreme
Soviet s unammty record rufled—and that was easily sroned
out, Once when the agenda was up for approval at the
opemung meeting, 2 woman delegate raised her hand as
‘opposed " Then, to a flabbergasted assembly, she explaincd
that she objected to a proposed meeung Sunday, and she
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.
of those 1n favor—a forest of hands shoots up Next he ashs
for those opposed Not one hand 1s rased, and so the chair
man announces ‘Njet/ T'nally, he asks for the absten
tions Agan not a single hand, and agan the same an
nouncement The chairman then declares that the measure
or law up for vote has been unammonsly adopted and moves
on to the next stem

‘The main business of every Supreme Soviet session 1s the
adoption of the annual budget Just how the budger hap-
pened to be chosen for these deliberations, or some other
field of government activity, 1s a Kremlia seeret The Soviet
Conststution, which sets forth the Supreme Soviet's func
uons, says nothing about ats concentrating on the budget

Yet, for the better part of a wech, after approving the
agenda for the sessions, the delegates bisten fest o the dralt
of the budget presented by the mimster of finance, next 1o
speeches by various delegates proposing munor changes wnd
amendments, and then to the final draft 1gan presented
by the foince munsster, substanually the same as the amtal
dralft, save that a few munor changes and rec Jation
have been incorporated

The presentation of the draft 1s made 1t a ot session of
both houses Thus 15 when Prame Mimster Joseph Stahin and
the other members of the Politburo put 10 an appearance
They sit on a rased platform at the {1r end of the hall
behuind the speaker s stand, in the shadow of a tall white
marble Lenin

After the first half hour or so, Stalin usually swunters out,
and gradually the others follow surt Thererier, the ‘high
st ltw making organ i the land ’ continues ats deliberations
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was sure other out-oftown delegates agreed with her, #
this would prevent them from seemng the ballet “Swa
Lake.” The matter was arranged to suit her convements,
harmony was restored, and the agenda speedily apprased—
unanimously, But everyone present somehow felt a genwat
blow for democracy had been struch.

“Thereafter, the arrangements snvaniably have provided the
delegates with plenty of ume to look around and cajoy the
sights and amenmities of the Soviet capital This was €ash
since the twi chambers, using the same hall, meet altet
nately, When not meenng, the delegates are out on the
town, The best blocks of baflet and theater scats are reserved
for them, Before muoning was abolished. they were pro-
vided with coupons to the best stores, serving hugh govern
ment and seeret police offimals At present, they all have
Itheral expense allowarices, 1n addwon to free board at
Moscow's three best hotels, and 1o free transport

So eager 1s the Krembin to confirm the impression that
the Supreme Sovict, hke the Savict people wham they clam
10 represent, s just one b, happy famuly, that the least
reference to serious difficulties or disagreements by some
individual delegate 15 generally deleted from the stenogram
The Supreme Soviet 1 all respects fathfully images the
pne-party ballot system that elected 1t

As for the Supreme Sovicts of the RSFSR (Russta
proper), and other untan republics, they simply approve
hudgets under the amounts assgned to each republic
through the all-union budget. Thetr proceedings are cor-
respondingly less eventful and shorter than those of the
U.S S R. Supreme Soviet, " »

The determination to heep :

P Y
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Supreme Sosiet may seem puzzhng Surely a Iitle luely
discussion, a bt of dissent, a clash of opiuon even on non
essentials would lend at least a semblance of plausiility
10 the performance.

As matters now stand, while the Supreme Sovier may
serve to confirm fellow travelers abroad 1 the belief that
the Soviet Unson 1s a democracy, it impresses fewe thinking
mdividuals mside the country The disdlusonment my
friend voiced 15 extremely widespread From the internal
propagand dp the Sup: Soviet 1s hing of
a habuliry, since 1ts threadbare, humorless parody of parha
mentary forms serves as a constant rermnder to the Russians
of how unfree they are b

A likely answer 1s that here we are dealing with ane of
the Sovier When the establish
ing the present pashamentary system was wrtten, Stalin
and by assstants may well have honestly eavisaged the
gradual sntroduction of democratic features The police
state, howeser, operates and evolves according to an saner
Yoge of 1ts own a lomc that not even Staln can aker In
2 senise, pot even he can control the Frankenstein he helped
to fulyon And the police state eyes even the Jeast hunt

:f gcdr\ume freedom and democracy with abhorrence and
[i=
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was sure other outof town delegates agreed with her, as
this would prevent them from seemng the ballet “Swan
Lake " The matter was rranged to stut her convenience,
harmony was restored, and the agenda speedily approved—
unammously But everyone present somehow felt a genuine
blow for democracy had been struch

‘Thereafter, the arrangements invanably have provided the
delegates with plenty of ume to look around and enjoy the
sights and amenties of the oviet capual This ws easy,
since the two chambers, using the same hall, meet alter-
nately When not meeung, the delegates are out on the
town The best blocks of balles and theater seats are reserved
for them Before ratoning was abolished, they were pro-
vided with coupons to the best stores, serving high govern
ment and secret police officials At present, they all hwve
liberal expense allowances, 1 ddiwon to free board at
Moscow’s three best hotels, and to free transport

So cager 15 the Kremlin to confirm the impression that
the Supreme Soviet, lihe the Soviet people whom they clum
to represent, s just one big, happy fanuly, that the least
reference to serious difficulties or disagreements by some
indvidual delegate 15 generally deleted from the stenogram
The Supreme Soviet in all respects fasthfully images the
one party ballot system that elected 1t

As for the Supreme Soviets of the RSFSR (Russia
proper), and other unton republics, they simply approe
budgets under the amounts wssigned to cach republic
through the all union budget Thetr proceedings are cor
respondingly less eventful and shorter than those of the

USSR Supreme Soviet
The determnation to keep all genmune debate nutmf,_gf\
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From 20y staadpowt, 1t 15 hagh ume for a party congress
Not only has the mandate of the present party Teadershup
rechnscally lagsed, the entire composiion of the party ranh
and file has changed.

By 1939, s a result of the purges, party membership had
chrunk from a2 prewar hugh of around three million to less
than two midlion Today, after mass 1nduction of younger
dements from the army as 2 warnme monlebuilding
reasure, the figure has soared to beyond five million

The new merrbers never have had an opportumty to vote
for representatives to the hsgher party organs.

The tajor preiminanics to a party congress took place
Last wnter, when loeal party congresses were held in the
regions, ternories, sutonamous and unon republics

According o the theory of “democratc centralism,” the
Tower level elects 1ts representanves to the next higher level,
and so forth, the source of authonity bemng the rank and file
membersshup at the base of the pyramid.

In current Sovier pracuce, 1t works exactly the other way
around Auhonity emanates from the Politbura at the peak

and 15 delegated downward The lower party levels sumply
carry ot durectives from above,
Under thus disp

wmnative and ity are not
encouraged within the party apparawus Party members are
tudged by the readiness with whuch they obey or transmu
orders from above The result 15 an amazing vaiformuty,
oot only of policy, but even of thought 2nd verbat expres-
fion N
This was stnhingly apparent in the reports of the
secretaries 1o the loca) parny mngx:sscs.e?[ohough dchsz::{i
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No ALL-UNIOY coneress of the Soviet Communist Party has
been held since 1939, though party rules prescribe that these
congresses must be called at least once every three years

Technically, it could be argued, thercfore, that the present
party leadership s mandate expired more than eighe years
ago and that the Sovict leaders have been acung illegally
ever since To date, however, no party member has tred to
rase the 1ssue

People 1n Russia have learned to attach no importance
to such techmealities 1 once powmnted out to a Russian
acquuntance that Article 46 of the Soviet Constiunion pro
vides that the Supreme Sowiet (parhament) shall sit twice
yearly, where1s in pracuce there usually 1s only one session
a year, which promptly adjourns after approving the budgee

My friend was franhly surprised at my comment But
think of the ettr1 trouble and expense 1nvolved af they met
twice yearly, he objected *And besides, what on earth
would they dop”

The All Union party Congress 1s the supreme ssemblige
of the Communust party, with techmcal powers to shape or
reshape party policy and select or reject party leadership
1t elects the Central Committee which in turn elects the
Politbura from among its own numbers, as well as the
Orgburo, and the Central Commuttec secretines ‘Techn:
cally, the Party Congress 15 free to change the too panty

leadership 2



Rubzer STaMe PARLIMENT B

where passad chowt the West, 1desucal flatenng “u(u-
ences wése made 10 Sualin, folfosed by ume out for “thun
detaus applause.”

There are good idications that the Krembn would ke

to umpose 3 simtfar unsformuty and vnammity of the ane
Yundred and pinesy five million non-party membess of mot
Ty peoples under s rufe.

One sigmficant thread runping through every local con
gress was 2 pew stress on the cJose ties between the non
Russian national.ues of each repubbe and the great Russian
people evenwhere exalted as the umversal standardbearess
of avizauon

Uabehustan Panv Seeretary Yusupor {humself Russian)
even dug up 2 quotation from Friedrich Engels, dated 1851,
fruding Russia s role 1n the Onent a5 progressive ™ At the
same tme Yusepoe scernly warmed apanst any nehon
“hat the close smlanty berween the Uzbek and Turkash
lnguages sgnafied 2oy cultared or fastore banshup Thes,
he sud, was pan Tuhism  which was antt Marxsst, and
a taol of Anglo-Amencan waperatsm.

Azerbanan Party Secretary Bagrrov urged all Azecbmjan
1as o master Russun  the language of our big brother,
the pavve tongue of our muly pulhioned, mulu natonal
Soviet famly

He Wustrated tus argument with a quota
tion from 1 local mineteenth century post

My son hnow you Russian scrence
Master vou that language.

We need them Without them the world 1s dark
.
T
that - U wsory of hazahstag were bemng
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m different languages 1nd 1n widely separated areas, they
all sounded as though written by the same hand

On January 25, 1949, i Raev, Nikita Khrushchev, 1n s
capactty of secretary of the Ulramian Commumst party
(hie alsa 15 2 member of the Poliburc), began tis report to
the local party congress as follows

‘Comrades Since the Fifteenth Congress of the Com
munust party of the Uhrane, more than eight and a half
years have clapsed Thus period was replete with events of
world wide hustoric 1mportance *

Khrushchev spoke 1n Ukrainan That very same after
noon, mare than a thousand miles away i Thihisi, Secre
tary Charhwians of the Georgian Communist party was tell
ing delegates to the Georgran party Congress

' Comrades Simnce the Thurteenth Congress of the Com
mumist Party of Georgua, nearly nine years have elapsed—~
a period replete with the greatest histonic evens

- - ) - -

;cars have elpsed During those years, extremely important
events took place ™

Some days later, on February 10, Party Secretary Bogol
yubov told the Kirghizian party Congress Comrades
Since the Sixth Congress of the Communst party of Kir
ghiza, almost nrae years have elipsed Thus was 1 perod
replete wath the greatest warldwide historic events

So on down the party hine ad infinitum Allowing for
differences m locat problems, much the sune untformuey
prevailed throughout the proceedings of all the local party
congresses Idenucal uncomplimentary remarks were every-
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rewnitten, since, he said, the authors had wrongly prctured
Kazak hstory as a long struggle for independence and had
failed to deal adequately with the histonc and economic ties
between the Kazaks and the Russians

It follows that the Kremhin would much prefer that the
Kazaks and other members of the Sovict Farmily concentrate
on learming Russian, “the language of our big brother,”
rather than studving the hustory of their own struggles for
tndependence from Russia Stalin humself has always stressed
that hnowledge 15 2 guide to action,

3

| . February, 1948, elections to the Supreme Soviet of
the RSFSR (Russian Sociahist Federatve Soviet Repub-
fic), the voters of the Stalin dustrict 1n the city of Moscow
piled up an all ime election record It was officially an-
nounced that one hundred per cent of the clectorate had
gone to the polls, and that every one of them had voted
for Comrade Stalin, who always runs in the Stalin diserict
In Moscow's Molotov district, where by happy coinc-
dence Viachislav M Molotov was runnmg, the voters gave
their choice a simular thumping endorsement, other mem
bers of the Politbura sn their respective districts followed
close beind 99 per cent, 998 per cent, and so on, neatly
graduated 1n decimals according to order of importance
In fostering the form—if not the suhctance—of demne.
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12 15 probably the votingest country 1m the
:::!'dso;;:::r{:fmmf pnssssywx\hom a0 tlecuion to one of
& sonurmerible deuve govesnment bodies—he vanous
yepremz wess, the segonl, aty and district sovyets—the
yuzoxs sad yudges of the People’s Courts

Whatever the chotce of bodies, there tever 15 2 chotce of
candidates, only the sngle party tehet, o, as the Soviet
press lhes to call o, “the ticket of the bloc of pasty and
sonparty Bolshevihs™ In Russian the word for “choice”
“24 *dcuon® 18 oot 3nd the same, 308 what 1t bods down

31 chasce wathout chawce,

Votng for the tehet merely requues folding the ballos
1d dropp.ng 1t isto the urn.

Young agamnst the uchet, however, means crossing out
&~ name or names on the prnted form To do thar the
voter would have to use one of the htdde curtained booths
provided 3t every polling place.

It u @y © we shy pracncally everybody shung the
bocths and prefers 10 suck to the sumpler proceduce of
deoppng the ballot unabered and 10 full view of the elec
ton oftadls,

Orce, when a growp of United States correspandents
toured 3 pollng place dunng elecnons, 2 geay harred citzen
asked us, vk just she trace of 2 smile “Where clie do
they bave clect.oos bhe thes=3"

Tb acnal vote t 2 Sovier election 15 but the eulmgna
e of a losg and complex process. Even thouzh there
2‘; R eppositicn nckets 2ad ehe Communsst party has the

f‘f& W s, evervene goes throtgh the mavens of an
l{&n::. @mpigs, 1 Whah be press 20d mdio ke
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rewrten, since, he sud, the authors had wrongly pretured
Kazak history as a long struggle for mdependence and had
farled to deal adequately with the histonc and cconomc ues
betw een the Kazaks and the Russtans

It follows that the Kremln would much prefer that the
Kazaks and other members of the Soviet famuly concentrate
on learning Russian, *the language of our big brother,*
rather than studying the history of their own struggles for
independence from Russia Stalin himself has alw ays stressed
that knowledge 15 a gude to action

3

'N 11E February, 1948, elections to the Supreme Soviet of
the RSFSR (Russian Sociahst Federauve Sovier Repob-
Lc), the voters of the Stalin district n the ciy of Moscow
piled up an all ume elecuon record It was officially an-
nounced that onz hundred per cent of the clectorrte had
gone to the polls, and that every one of them had voted
for Comrade Stalin, who lways runs in the Stibn district

In Moscow's Molotoy district where by hippy comncs
dence Viachistavy M Molotov was runming the voters gave
their choice a similar thumping endorsement other mem
bers of the Pohtburo i therr respectine districts folfow edd
close behund, 99 per cent, 998 per cent, and so on nely
graduated 10 deaimals according to order of importance

In fosterning the form—if not the substance—of democ.
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Sometimes, when he got through with Adehina, the agt
ator, new to the distriet, would start working on us, v
awate that we were not Soviet cruzens and therefore unable
to vote 1n the 1mpending elections When we explained this
1o hum, he would humself become agtated, mumble an
apology, and make a bechne for the exit

On election mormng, 3 member of the block commuttee
would come around to make sure Adehina was gowng to
the polls

Election ume was the only ume Adehna’s government
ever remembered her existence—that 15, until one day T had
2 phone call from the Foreign Minsstry

A voice on the other end inquired “Does a certain Cin
zeness Fitterer work for you?

“Yes,” 1 replied “She 15 our cook *

“1am sorry " saud the voice, “but T must request that you

Ischarge her immediately, she 1s not authonized to work
or foresgaers
ra

MVD s unrchable list, even though ber famuly had Tved sn
Russia for generations

Her sole surviving relatrves, a sister and brother in law,
bad long nince been “wransferred” to Kazakstan Adekina
bad been spared because she had been working at Spaso
House But then she left and came to work for us, and after
awble toaem - = hardest job of
. " ..

= kept sobbing
- » uumL\Mllg uetr quﬁﬂon! t no one 1
parucular
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First, nominatng meetings are called, usually under the
jount_sponsorship of the trade umon and pacty locals, 2t
which candidates are proposed and seconded And regard
less of how many sepirate meetings arc held m a single
district, so well does the party apparatus function that never
1s there any conflict or discrepancy 1n the list of nominees

‘Then comes a continuous round of elecuon rallies where
hundreds of speahers sing the pruses of the Soviet state,
the Communst party and the Soviet electoral system, and
take pot shots at the outside world

Besides mass rallies, there are numberless factory and
neighborheod meetings Moreover, every auy bloch has ns
agupunke (luerally, agitaton point), whither indinidual
voters may repair and heat the same things personally from
party propagandists— ‘agtators * Lven the stay 1t homes are
sure to be visited at least once, and possibly several times,
by mobile agiz brigades and propagandists whe make door
to-door rounds

The election campagns thus provide the wthorities with
a splenchd pretext for cheching up on any unauthonzed
residents

We, too, as houschalders, weee not immune from these
annual elecuoneenng visitations

The agitator would ring the doorbell and ash i this was
where Citizeness Futterer Jived After a moment we reahized
he was referring to our Adelina, our Crimean Volksdeutsche
cool,, the only name from our address on the voters’ list

We would drect our caller to the kitchen, where for about
a quarter of an hour he would agtate Adehon on the
advantages of bang a Soviet citizen, warmed by the sun of
the Stalin Constitution and able to take part in the coming

clections
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Sometymes when he gor through with Adelina, the ags
tatar, new 1o the distnet, would start working on us, un
aast that we were nict Soviet £iuzens and therefore unable
 vote 1n the tmpending elections. When we explaned dus
1o b, he would humself become agutated, mumble an
apolugy and make a becline for the exit

On election mormng, a tember of the block commuttee
nould come around to mahe sure Adelina was going to
the polls

Election ume was the only ume Adelina’s government
1o remembered her exstence~—that is, unttd one day I had
2 phone call from the Foraign Minstey

A voice on the other end 1nquired “Does a certan Cin
2eness Fitteser work for yon?

"Yes," Lreplied “She 1 our cooh ™

“T am sorry,” saud the voce, “but T must request that you
d scharge her immedatefy, she 1s not authornzed to work
for foreigners *

Efforts to get this ruling resanded avaled naughe, As 3
person of German “natienality” (in Russian usage the verm
denotes ethmuc orygin, not citizenship), Adehina was on the
VD s unrelrable list, even though her family had Ived 1n
Rustia for generanons,

Her sole surviving relatrres, a sister and beother indaw,
had fong moce been “transterved” to Kazaksas Adeling
tad been spared becavse she had deen working at Spaso
House But then she leftand came ta wrrl famsy = 2 1
aw " - .
alle PR .

“ . .

'oove .
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We offered to Iet her stay on m the house unul ¢
found another plice, but she insisted on getting out o
nest day. She had a friend who could shelter her 1n a comn
tempornly She would looh for employment with a Russi:
famly

We ran 1nto her some months later; she was suil fookin
Each time she applied for a job everything went fine unt
the people learned she had been working for foreigner
whereupon she would be discharged Now she was thinkin
of joiming her relatives We never saw her agun

But ] sometimes wonder where Adehina 1s and »f aroun
clection ume they sull remember to tell her about th
benefits of Soviet “democracy” and sce that she votes



] THE SOVIET EUTE

A gomvex hush has seuled on Moscow’s busy Arbat Street
be sle-k asphals roadway, empued of ns traffic, threads
#ween two lines of white umformed, white gloved police
saced 2t ten meter intervals along exther curb
The police are on tenterhooks, their eyes straned toward
he far end of the street One of them darts out, bodily hfts
ip an old peasant woman who has strayed 1nto the road,

12d deposits her back on the sidewalk The tension rises to
ts chmax, ~

With 2 sudden snoosh a shiny black sedan fashes down
the fairway, then an open car full of bodyguards follows
1n elose pursuit ‘The tension 18 over in 2 trice, and the Arbat
returns to poisy normal

Bystanders exchange knowing nods - Hozyam proyekhal”
(There went the boss)

But the black sedan was curtained too heawily and went
by too fast for anyone to 1denufy the rear-seat passengers
And the bosses wha thus speed between therr offices and
duchas (country houses) twice daily dunng the summer are
Bot ane but numerous

" Ina matter of munutes they are rofling along the smooth
Uspenshoye Chaussee highway through charming country
Tt 1s ke an enchaned land out of a Russian fairy tale The
loebult  asant evbar (toll;gts) are tnm, with brghly

1
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printed roofs and pretty fiowerbeds behind neat fences, The
borders of the lnghway are carcfully Indscaped and even
the side roads are tarmacked Immaculate policemen, yust
like those along the Arbar, stand at every intersection

The dachas too, have an r of enchantment, Whte walls
and shining gabled roofs ghsten through the dark ever
green fohage along the side of the Moskva Ruver, and wo
10 the mere mortal who treads too mgh these magic dwell
ngs Without the proper MVD (secret pohee) credentinls
he will fand himself 10 major trouble

Ouce, while out for a drive the summer before Inst, we
took a wrong turn and ended up at a tall green gate, There
was nobody 1n sight, but realizing our mistahe, we made a
quick turnabout,

A figure in an MVD blue eap suddenly matertihized from
the bushes, waving lus arms, red faced and furous. As i
pulled up, he demanded to hnow where we were gong
Having heard our explanation and apparently smpressed
by aur car, lie warned, “Don't let me ever see you around
here again.”

This whole area along the Moshva River west of the cap
rtal is officially designated as the “Forbuidden Zone ™ Only
persons with speaial MVD clearance may reside there~and
no forcigners, under any circumstances!

Last year, we stll could drive along the mun roads, and
the diplomatc corps often preniched and bathed i the aren.
Notv, however, all foreign cars are turned bk at the ey
Timits,

Many of the Soviet great and near-great, from Prime
Mimster Joseph Staka down, ke therr dackhar i the For-
ndden Zone Besides tap governmen
inet minsters, and lerders of the a1
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Jude factory direstors, mernbers of the Acaderay of Sciences,
prominent authors, artssts, and stage celebnues

These privileged groups compnse the cream of Soviet
sopscty Mot that the Russians bave tven 2 remote courtes-
gart of Western socual ke There are ao country clubs 10
the Forbidden Zose Nesghbors seldom calbmin fact, they
nsually do not even know one another unless thtir wesk
brings them wnto contact

There are wwo mawn factors tending to discourage free
sl conduct within Soviet hgh officldom The first 1
fear Such contact 18 frowned on by the eversusprous,
ever vighant MVD) Moreover, personal fnends are poten
taally dangerous 1Ethey know too tmuch, they tay dengunce
Jou—ot 1t they grt o trouble, your ties with them may
menmunate you Punag the great pusges many persops were
undone by their private relauonships A prudent Russian
today hesitates to confide \n even s wife too fully

The second factor that aircumsenbes the qultural as well
23 e soadl Ute of the hugh Sovier offitual 1 work Few
fersons worl, barder 30d longer hours than those 1 sespon-
sible Soviet posions The average workday of 2 Soviet off-
el begins around eleven o clock 1n the mornyng when, after
2 hasty breabfast, he heads for tus office, There he works
through sieadily untl afier mudnight, with bref ume owt
atfour and agatn &t mine o clock for a bite 1n the buffet or
dining room

“Reception hours™ n most government offices and munis
et run frem eleven at mphe 2ntd one tn the moming, and
duning tus ume the offiaal must be on deck just 1 case
the hrembins welephones or one of by supenots drops by
T Y e s o hom 10 n. dhe mormiog,
whem for bbbl wafe has dinner ready—and 50 ta bed,
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painted roofs and pretty flow erbeds behind neat fences Th
borders of the highway are carefully lndscaped 1nd ever
the side roads are tumacked Immaculate policemen jus
Iihe those along the Arbat, stand 2t every intersection

The dachas too, have an asr of enchantment Whate wall
and shimng gabled roofs ghsten through the dark ever
green fohage along the side of the Moskva Rier, 1nd woc
to the mere mortal who treads too migh these magic dwell
ings Without the proper MVD (secret police) credentals,
he wiil land humsclf 1in major trouble

Once, while out for a dryve the summer before lst, we
took 1 wrong turn and ended up at a tall green gate There
was nobody 1 sight, but realizing our mustake, we made 1
quick turnabout

A figure in an MVD blue cap suddenly materriized from
the bushes, waving his arms, red ficed and furious As I
pulled up, he demanded to hnow where we were gong
Having heard our explanation and apparently impressed
by our ear, he warned, * Don'’t let me ever sce you 1round
here ngan ™

Thus whole 1rea along the Moshva Risver west of the cap
ital 1s officially designated as the ‘ Forbidden Zone  Only
persons with speeinl MVD clearance may reside there—and
no foreigners, under any circumstances!

Last year, we stll could drnve along the main roads, 1nd
the diplomattc corps often picnucked and bathed i the area
Now, however, all foresgn cars are turped bach 1t the cty

1ts
1m]:hny of the Soviet great and near great, from Prime
Minister Joseph Stahin down, hwve thewr dackas in the For-
dden Zone Besides top government and party chicfs, eaby
1net munsters, and leaders of the armed services *hoemmie
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of 2 revolutionary ew socicty, thesr behavior patterns are
surprsingly conservanve 2nd comentional Tndeed, they are
more restricted and whibited than ther counterparts 1
Western “bourgeois” countries

The most pampered group 1n Soviet society consists of the
leading bights 1m “art —1n Russia, a genenc term that covers
Yetters, music, stage, and screen, as well as the graphue ans

Suctessful authors musicians, panters, and, precmin-
t celeh

ey playwnghus and & enjoy 2 d:grccl
of personal Wberrv and svemne an fonm va o v Bac b o

iy e -

hers—foreigners now excepted

This 1s party becanse thewr work s not of 2 confidental

ature and 1avolves no knowledge of state secrets Further.

wre, socsal contacts are considered a legmmate and essen-
il part of their creauve endeavors.

The impact of patty 1deology on the conntsy's intellectual
1rd cultural bife wall be dealt withs separately For the present
surposes of economic and social campanison, 1t 18 enouph te
jont out that even undes the present dossunaise compul-
sions on tus wotk the arust 1s freer than the stae offictal
Provided fie has a heen nose for the Communist party fine,
e nieed have few qualms for the furure And there are po
titats 1o the earning opportumities of the Soviet author or
cormpotes Who westes what the pasty wans

Constantine Simonov, most affiuent and prolific of the
Ppost war authors usually has several plays runmng simul
tancously n hundreds of theaters aff over the Soviet Uion,
and he 15 enttled 1o reyalues on each performance Ta sim
phiy bookkeepung, the govesament now has given Simonav

et k avcount” This means he <an draw any
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After a week of this routine, when Sunday rolls wround,
rare 15 the husband with strength or inchination for any
thing beyond a brief round of shopping Nor does the wfe
of such a Soviet functionary have much mdependent exist
ence of her own With rare exceptions, such as Mme Molo:
tov, wife of M Molotoy, and twice 1 commussar i her ona
right under her maiden name the ordinary Soviet official s
wife 15 not 1 career woman Though she be marned to 3
member of the mghty Politburo, the public probably has
never seen her picture or even her name 1 pnnt The
Soviet press does not go 1n for either society or gossip
columns

The ofhcial's wife goes to the ballet the theater, or a con
cert only on those rue occastons when her husband can
get off to escort her, though she may take 1n 1 motion pic
ture from time to time unescorted

Ordinanly, the Soviet official s dacka town flat, and hus
automobile all go with hus job, so if demoted or distmssed
he stands to Jose much At the syme ume the charges he
pvs for these facilines are almost nominal Hus salary, with
allowances, may range up to 8000 or 10,000 rubles monthly
(about $2000)

Academy members, who are 1 a class by themsehes,
draw a total of 25000 rubles a month {tbout $6,250) In
addwion their regular incomes are supplemented from nme
to ume by cash bonuses, espeenilly n the case of factory
directors

Such 15 bfe among the upper Soviet official and mana
gernal classes at or near the apex of the Savice socil pyra

d
m‘Esscnlm“y, they belong to the same social category and
Tive by the same book of party mfes For —
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After a week of this routine, when Sundy rolls 1round
rare 1s the husband with strength or inchnation for any
thing beyond a brief round of shopping Nor does the wife
of such a Soviet functionary have much independent exist
ence of her own With rare exceptions such as Mme Molo-
tov, wife of M Molotov, and twice 1 commussar 3n her own
nght under her maiden name, the ordinary Soviet officials
wife 1s not 1 career woman Though she be marned to a
member of the mighty Politburo, the public probably has
never seen her picture or even her name in pont The
Soviet press does not go n for either soqwcty ot gossip
columns

The offienl’s wife goes to the ballet the theater, or a con
cert only on those rire occasions when her husband can
get off to escort her, though she may take tn a motion pic
ture from time to time unescorted

Ordinanly, the Soviet offictal s dacka town flat, and tus
automobule all go with his job, so if demoted or dismussed
he stands to Jose much At the same time the charges he
pays for these facthties are afmost nomnal His safary, with
llowances, may range up to 8000 or 10,000 rubles monthly
(about $2000)

Academy members, who are 1n 4 class by themselves,
deuw 2 total of 25000 rubles a month (1bont §6,250) In
addition, their regular incomes are supplemented from time
to tme by cush bonuses, espeetally in the ¢ase of factory
durectors

Such 1s life among the upper Soviet offiaal 1nd mana
genal classes at or near the apex of the Soviet socnl pyra
md
Essentlly, they belong to the same soal category nd
tive by the same book of party mles Tor leadine riniens
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therelves and family, have three square meals a day, are
adequately cloxhed, and can sull afford theater tchets three
of four times a month They work a regular exght hour day
3 make the most of their lersure ume

T summer, f they are fortunate, they may obtain a dacka
atlow rental from the organization employing them Other
w1s¢, they can rent 2 room sn a peasant 2B 1n a village near
Morcaw Laching sutemobile transportation, the majority
park thaie families 10 the country for the summer and go
ote by trun for week ends, taking with them food supplies
nd kerosene.

Immediately below 1n the socnl scale come the white
eellie office employcks and industnal workers After the
vanovs deductions for state loan subscriptions, trade umon
dues, meurance, and such, the cash income 1n this category
15 50r°x here betw een 1000 and 500 rubles {$250 and $125)
2 ronth, A majonity of wives, as well as husbands, work,
tess because they want to take advantage of equal opportu
nities for women than because one pay envelope 15 not
enough to make ends meet,

Perions at ths level get enough to eat, though the diet
12 byt unbalanced and monotonous, with too much bread
20d potatoes and not much meat and frux Most of the
earmings, w fact, go for food, especrally when there are
children, on a rather clementary hand to-mouth basis Cloth
183 13 3 constant, acute problem, and seldom s there money
1t over for nadentals or even for things which m Wesrern
tountnies are looked on as essenuals

Not many fmibes 1n thus caregory—which comprises the
overwhelmung majonty of the Soviet urban populinon—

s meesent WhUDg, boast even a small set of maching
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amount whenever he wishes This makes um one of th
first individuals to pracuce the principle of full fledge
communism From each according to his abilny, to cad
according to lus needs

Reportedly, Simonov finds that this arrangement rathel
cramps his style, since he 15 more reticent now about draw
ing large sums than when he had a definite amount credited
to his balance

“The artist also 15 1n a better position to accumulate tang
ble wealth He may purchase or build his own dacha de
signed and decorated to lus own taste This has obyious
advantages 1n case one encounters reverses Thus the humor
1st Zoschenko, when he fell from grace 1n 1946, retured to
his dacka near Lenmngrad and quictly raised poultry

The artist ihewsse may 1cquure 1 aity flat of lus own
one of the writers or artists co-operatives He also can hue
a private ¢ir of Ius own

Simonov has a Cathllac, Chrenburg a Buich, as befits thext
respective stations Nor s this preference regarded s in
consistent with the party line After all, Stalin suil ndes @
a Pachard 1n preference to a ZIS

It 1s a2 nose dive from the exalted stitus of the leading
arusts to the level of less successful but aspinng colleagues
Econommeally, the latter merge with the general mass of the
Soviet intelhgentsia—the professors, doctors, lnwyers, tech
mens heads of departments  lesser functionares and
shilled workers who compnse the muddle class of Sovict
urban society

These are the people who catn from 1000 to 3000 rubles
(3250 1o §750) a ‘month, plus occasional bonuses They are
well housed by Sovset standards, with onc or ts o rooms fue.
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temelves 2nd family, have three square meals a day, are
adequately clothed, and can sull afford theater nckets three
o four tmes 2 month They work a regular esght bour day
and make the most of their letsure e,
T summer, of they are fortunate, they may obtain a ducke
4 low rental from the organization emploping them Orher-
wise, they can rent a room 1n a peasant szba m a village near
Maaow Lacking automobile tyansportation, the majonty
fack thesr families 10 the country for the summer and go
out by tran for weeh ends, tahung with them food supplies
and kerosene
Trmediarely below 10 the socal scale come the whte
wlifar office employeks and industral workers Afer the
vanots deductions for state loan subscnptions, trade unton
" <5, msurance and such, the cash 1ncome 1n this category
somewhere between 1000 2nd 500 rubles ($250 and §125)
month. A majority of wives, as well as husbands, worl,,
s because they want to take 2dvantage of equal opportu
tes for women than because one pay envelope 1s not
10tgh ta make ends meet,
Persons at ths level get enough 1o cat, thoush the diex
2 bit unbalanced and monatonous, with too much bread
nd potatoes and not much meat and frut. Most of the

armngs, mn fact, go for food, especrally when there are
hildren, on a rather elementary handsnme Lo
agu

leftov
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Not many famibies 1 this eaegory—which compnses the
overwhelming majonty of the Soviet urhan population—
©Tsent wiitesg, boast even 2 small seq of matching






v THE PLIGHT OF THE PEASANT

E\u sinet her husband went off to war, never to return,
“Aunue Disha s whole economy revolved around her cow.
Each tmoring o four she mmiked the panent ammal,
wudged two mules 0 the sadnay stauen with ber o eans
of tmutk, and caught the five forty

Artiving 10 Mascow at aix fifteen, she delivered by street-
car w her five sieady customers, canght the seven fifteen
bach, from town, hurried home with her empty cans, helped
herself to sume braled poino mash from 2 g, binek por
on the cold stove, and after hasty instructions to son Grisha,
aged aight, was out of the house 1 ume 10 r¢port at mine
vdock for the day's field worh. on the collectne farm

At one oclock Aunte Dasha came home, it the samo-
31, butlt just encush fire 10 the vove to warm the pot.
After that she and Grisha had their mam meat of the day,
consisung of warmed up boited potato mash and generous
chunks «f black rve bread, washed down with *1ea” brewed
from dried raspberry leaves

T three aclock she was back 10 the field, where she
worked unul s gettng home yust as the cows, back from
granin,, ambled through the siflage, mooing lustily, wiile
the htle cowherd brought up the rear, exachang fus Yong
wope whip

Y’“}‘A cow, wduding Avnte Dasha's, cwrned 1n Ntonn

™Mpung \\;;u\c the cow waied for her
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dishes or cutlery If a relative or friend drops i for dinner,
more often than not an extra plate, cup, hnife, forh, and
spoon must be borrowed from the neighbors

Such lack of houschold equipment 35 Jargely an after-
math of the war, when most persons were shunted <bout
and things got lost or brohen tn the process The conditon
of the white-collar and factory worker has improsed mark-
edly m the two years since the currency reform

Though housing conditions sull are bad for many work
ers, with entire famulies crowded mto single rooms, relief
15 1n prospect Morcover, the Sovict employee or worker
pays far less out of his earnings for rent, heat, hghy, and
other communal services than does the wage earner 1n
‘Western countries

The Soviet urban mddle class and working class, which
are closely interrclated, not only compnse the base of the
soaral pyrammid, but are the manstay of the pohiucal strue
ture Most of them feel they have a stake i the Soviet sys
tem and it commands thewr loyalty These groups serve as
the Commumnist party’s chief recrmung ground

‘The lowest layer of Sovict aty population consists of a
motley assortment of “unorgamzed” humanity, largely un
shalled labor, with a high percentage of women In sum
mer, they work on construction jobs, road repar, or dich
digging In winter, they clear snow Most of them are newly
arnved from the country In tume, many move on to better
regular employment

There are also speculators, cnmina] clements, and others
with no visible roots or means of support Sull, by compan
son with the West—though no statisues are available—

there appears to be less orgamzed enme 1n the Soviet Union
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five bundred eggs. In place of these, she pad a cash equiv
alent of five hundred rubles.

After meeting all these obhgatons last year, she sull had
more than six hundred rubles Tefr with which to buy fodder
for the winter

Auntic Dasha met her remanng obligauons to the state
in lund, She filled her meat quota by slaughtenng the calf
which her cow bore regularly each January Her private po-
tato patch yielded her six handred kelograms of potatees
After delnenng her quota of three hundred Lilos to the
state, this Jeft her with three hundred Lilos, which was just
enough 1o whe care of herself and Grisha throvgh the com
Ing year

In the fall, she recewved a load of hay and 2 large bag of
turmps from the collective farm as payment for her work
days. The collectne farm charman, whose house had 2
rew un roof, had explained at a members” meeung just why
that year the collectrne farm was 1n no postuon to pay off
W gran or cash

But hus anthmeuc was way over Auntie Dasha's head,
and anyway she was thankful for the hay

Al in all, it had been a faurly good year She had rented
the front part of her 1zha 10 my family for the sommer for
aght hundred rubles Even ofter paying the fifty per cent
1::( on “uncarned” revenue, this would gve her money for
shoes for the winter

That was in 1948 When we san Aunue D
she had just been nottied that under the nu\ni‘;ud:f::(i
sale, ol her dclivery quotas had been rased Sadly, sh
had sbow detded o sell the cow and buy d‘ldxenshw,di
the proceeds. She sull aould have to il her egg mear, and
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1 the shed, Auntie Dasha went off to nspect her Iarge
potato patch, just 10 check up on Grishas hoeing When
Sunday came, she would tend st herself After the evening
milhing, followed by a supper of cold potato mash and
black bread, Auntie Dasha would sit down to do her sums
She could newther read nor wrte, but necessity had taughe
her figures.

Laboniously, she muluphed the day'’s yield of milh
Iiters by the day’s market price in rubles Next she sub
tracted her train fare, then ber streetcar fare, then the cost
of 1 hilo of black bread and any nadentl purchases, such
as matches, a candle, or some salt She cheched the rc
mander against the cash hnotted 1n her herchuef before she
deposited 1t 1n her mattress

With the marhet price of milk fluctuiting sersomily be
tween three and seven rubles (60 cents ta §140) a quart
and her cow giving about three hundred quarts a year,
Auntie Dasha grossed around thurty five hundred rubles
(5760) a year She spent about five hundred rubles ($100)
on black bread (at one ruble 75 kopechs a hilo), and other
wnadentals Transportation, with the new fare ncreases,
added up to more than six hundred rubles (§120) Thus Tefe
 balance of something under twenty seven hundred rubles
($540)

At this pornt, the figunng became mote mvolved As the
owner of 1 puvate cow and with half o hectare of land
for her private use, Aunue Dasha had obhigations to the
state She had a state delivery quota of thirty hilos of but
ter a year, but 1 hew of butter she was permutted to pay 2
cash equivalent of fifteen hundred rubles (8300) Though
she hept no chachens, she had an annuaf dehvery quota o/fm
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five bundred eggs. In place of these, she paud a cash equiv
dent of Bive hundend nibles

Aftee meetng all these obligations last year, she sull had
more than six hundred rubles Jeft wmh which to buy fodd-e
for the winter

Auntic Dasha met her remamung obliganons to the state
s und, She Gfled Ber mear quota by shughtenng the colf
whech her cow bore regularly cach January Her private pa-
10 patch yelded her sie hundred Lilagrams of pora oes
Afer delivenog her quota of three bundred hulos to the
sate, the lefe hee with three hundred lulos which was st
esough to take care of herself and Grusha through the com-
g year

Tn the fall, she recerved a load of hay and a Jarge bag of
turips from the collecuse fzrm as payment for her work
&yt The collectne farm charman, whose house had a
Rew o roof, had expluned at a members’ meeting qust why
hat year the collective farm was 18 po posiwon to pay off
in gran of cash

Tut his a-sthmenc swas way over Auntie Dasha’s head,
@d anyway she was thankful for the hay

Allin all, 1t had been a faudy goed jear She ted veated
the front part ok her szhe 1o my family for the summer fo-
eight hundred rubles. Tven after payeag the @iy pex comy

1ax on “nearned” revenue, tus would give her money for
shos for the winer

That was w NS When ox sas Aunue Dagha an
the had jus been notsfied thar under the n erreed

enly decreed
sealr, all her delivery Quotas had bee
bad ot deaded 1o selt the pow F et Sully, e

aad by
the proveeds She sull would have m €14 ‘n‘g ::;Ll:l::l,“:g‘d
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potato quotas, but with no cow her butter quota would
cut With no erlf to shughter, she would discharge herm
quota wath esh Bur with fresh eggs bnnging s high
fifieen or even sieen robles (about $3) Sor ten on the of
marhet, she thought she sull might do better of she shift
from 1 dawry to a pouliry economy

Tratsky once lofuly described the peasant as the pa
ammal of ervthzanon He wanted to express hus apprec
ton of the pewint s economic role, plus tns contempt §
the docility with which the peasnt llowed humself to
explotted under the old regime

Since then the whols structure of souety has been trar
formed But the new regume his evoled techmques f
squeezing the persint far more thoroushly than these
the old ime {ndlords Save 1n certan prmpered areas I
the Georgian citrus groves or the rich wheatlinds of d
Kuban Cossach country the peasint has yet to reap mo
of the benefits enjoyed by the urbin meedlectual 1nd wor.
g chsses

The money the peasantry collected from lugh food pno
i wartime was cwneled by the currency reform The
obhigatons to the stue 1n hind 1ind money have been uppe
from year to yeur Consumer gocds 1bundant 1n the ane
have yet to reach most rurtd weis and prices to the peasar
are hagher

T 35 hard to generabize about bnang standards of 1h
pensantry i such An enormous country Conditions \af,
with the texture of the soil md che recouecelutness of th
pcop\l: Yeonomie chinges, t00, wcludun, changes far th
better, tan tihe ple in the Soviet Unton with dramaw

suddenness
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One dyy the government may wnespectedly selax the
[resware oft the peasarary THll then, there will be milhions
of Aunte Dashat pondenng whether 10 trade thee tow s for
Backens 61 vice \ersa
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potato quotas, but with no cow her butter quota would ¢
cut With no calf to slaughter, she would discharge her mext
quota with cash But with fresh eggs bringing as high 25
fifteen or even nixteen rubles (about $3) for tenon the opea
marhet, she thought she sull mght do better f she shifted
from 4 darry to a poultry economy

Trotshy once Jofuly described the peasant as the pak
ammal of crihzation He wanted to express hus apprees
ton of the peasant s economic role, plus lus contempt for
the docthty with which the peasant allowed humself to be
exploited under the old regime.

Since then the whole structure of society hns been trant
formed But the new regime has evolved rechmgues fof
squeezing the peasant f1r more thoroughly than those of
the old time landlords Save 1 certain pampered arcas Ikt
the Georgian citrus groves or the nch wheatlands of the
huban Cossach country the peasant has yet to reap mest
of the benefits enjoyed by the urban intellectual 1nd work
ing clisses

The money the peasantry collected from high food prices
m warnme was canceled by the currency reform That
obligations to the state in hand and money have been up)
from year to year Consumer goods abundant in the et
have yet to reach most rueal recas 1nd prices to the peasant
are Iugher

Tt 15 hard to generalize about hving standards of the
peasantry a0 such an enormous country Conduuons Vary
with the texture of the sod and the resourcefulness of the
nomc changes, too ncluding, changes for the

le. Lco
peop ¢ Soviet Unton with dramauc

beter, can take ple 10 th
suddenness
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Qs day the gosernment may uncvpectedly relax the
pressure on the peasantry. Till then, there will be mithions
of Auntre Dashas pondening whether to trade their cows for
chchens or vice versa,



v WHAT IT’S LIKE
T0 SHOP IN MOSCOW

Tae woren's galoshes department 1n Moscow'’s mammoth
“Mostorg™ store was the scene of scrimmage. Women of all
ages and conditon, with a sprinhling of men sandwiched 1n
among them, were battling, shoving, and pushing thetr way
toward the counter with a courage and determnation
worthy of 2 noble cause Outside, the police had roped off
the entrance and were admiting new customers only one
at a ume from a line that curled twice round the block

The ime was late December, 1947, Vet the sudden run on
galoshes had nothing to do with the weather The currency
reform and the end of rauoning had just been decreed Old
rubles were being converted at the rate of 10 to 1 But the
price of women’s galoshes had just been slashed 90 per cent,
from 1400 rubles ($264) to 140 rubles (2640) Those who
could put therr money into galoshes, therefore, had the
pleasant sensation of somchow beanng devaluation

The run on galoshes continued for a weeh Then the au
thonities stepped 1n There was a round up of speculators
who were markeung galoshes tn the provinces at several
times the legal price The sale of grloshes i all stores was

emporan};

suspcndcd temporan ¥ s0ns, when the galoshes coun

Contrary to general expectat
ters reopencd a few days later, the price haed oot heen raieed:
#
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sochs were mantaned despite 3 renewed buying rush,
abich soon subsided The government had won an -
portant round Im its CampAign to establish consumer cen
fidence 12 1ts new price policy

From that tume on there have been several euts 1n retal
prices The reductions have been more marked 1 certiin
Lines than 1 athers. On the whole, foodstuffs have been
most affected, also certan hugh priced non-essenpals, such
as radios, cameras and motorcyckes

Reductions 1 food prices range from 10 to 15 per cent
and on some of the other stems mennoned as high as 30 per
cent. Clothing prices, too, have come down somewhat,
though bere the drop has been less mathed compared with
the onginal price hists published at the end of auonng At
the same ume there has been a steady improvement 1n stocks
and selections, and the results are most noticeable m the ap-
peasance of a Moscow aty crowd, the women especrally

While domestic producyon of consumer goods 15 expand
g steadily, much of the present vanety 15 provided by tm-
ported gt hostovak first and foremost. Moscow
staces offer 2 wide chotee of attractive Czech one and tvo.
pitce punted dresses, ranging mn prce around 350 rubles
(about $70) Cotton blouses, produced locally, cost fram €0
rubles ($1130) up Rayon stockings range from 35 rubles
gﬁﬁ);’:o rubles ($1360) a paur Nyloas are not yet on

Ready made suuts for men start at sbout 600 rubles
rangng up to 2000 rubles (§377) Meo's shiry beg,gi?ﬁ)f,
rubles ($1130) Leather shoes retasl for from 250 rables
($4710) to 400 rubles (§75 4;):)‘ + but canvas shppers may be

He

had for 50 rubles ($940) 2
Besides clothung and footwear. Czechoslovakua als 1 e



v WHAT IT's LIKE
10 SHOP IN MOSCOW

T"E worEN's galoshes department in Moscow's mammoth
“Mostorg™ store was the scenc of scnmmage, Women of all
ages and condivon, with a spriakling of men sandwiched 1n
among them, were batthing, shoving, and pushing therr way
toward the counter with a courge and determinaton
worthy of 1 noble cause Qutside, the police had roped off
the entrance and were admnting new customers only one
at a2 ime from a hine thar curled twice round the bloch

The ume was Jate December, 1947, Jet the sudden run on
galoshes had nothing to do with the weather The currency
reform and the end of ratoning had yust been decreed Old
rubles were bemng converted at the rate of 10 to 1 But the
price of women’s galoshes had just been slished 90 per cent,
from 1400 rubles (§264) to 140 rubles (2640) Those who
could put thewr money mto galoshes, therefore, had the
pleasant sensation of somehow beaung devaluation

The run on galoshes conunued for a weeh Then the au-
thonues stepped m There was a round up of speculators
who were marheung galoshes in the provinces at several
times the legal pncc.’ ‘The sale of gnloshes 1n all stores was

emporanily.

suspended temporar i tations, when the galoshes coun.

Contrary 1o general expee!
ters reo[x‘z:d a few days later, the price ad not been rsest =
+“4
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source of a wide range of notions and accessores, ncluding
handbags, gloves, belts, and brief cases In fact, I have heard
Czech visttors to Russia remark wryly there were more
Czech goods available in Moscow than in Prague

The Soviet authorsties are aware of such sensitiveness, and
when Czech “cultural * groups visit Moscow, members of
Sovier groups entertuming them mvarbly are cautoned
not to wear easily recogmzable Czech articles Polish and
German textiles are abundant, though to date these sources
have supplied less 1n the way of finished clothing

A Soviet made electric vacuum cleaner with All the ap-
phances 1s on sale for 1200 rubles (5226), also two sizes of
Soviet clectric refrigerators, at the equivalent of $565 and
$1360, respectively

But as far as most customers are concerned, these are yust
showroom samples of better days to come when they will
have the space and place to use such things as well as the
purchase price You cannot set up 1 bulky refrigerator 1n 2
cramped communal hitchen or do much with a vacuum
cleaner on two square yards of rug space n one room

Stmular considerations restrct the demand for radio con
soles wath built in record plyers at ruble prices that would
amount to $1360 to $1880 But 1 wide selection of table
radios of Soviet, Czech and German mhes, ranging in price
from $47 10 for a one wave sct to $339 for a Telefunken,
ateracts plenty of trade
- Bicycles of many makes and designs are to be had for
from $136 up to $377, also motorcycles, beginning at §630
A four<cylinder Sovset made Moskvich mudget car, modeled
on the German Opel Olympia, may be had for §1700, or the
medium sized Pobeda for $3400



HOW MUCH GRAFT
1N RUSSIAN BUSINESS?

HEN MANY other contacts with Soviet hife were Jost to us

eigaers, we might sull mingle on terms of anonymous

mhanty with e common people ok the matker. And

whenng became one of the most interesung parts of our

O5OW toutne

Muscortte bousewves are fond of saying, wih tpeal
ussian overstatement, that you can even find burds’ milk
Russian counterpart of hens' teeth) mn the lotal market-
laces if only you heep on loshing lorg enough. It 1s quute
ue that Moscow s marhets offer an endless vanety of wares
nd human expenience

At one stall a swarthy Caucasian 1n a broad<ronped
finchilla hat nvanably presides over a muxed sucase
argo of oranges, lernans and bay leaves The oranges are
sorted according 1o s1ze s two piles The larger ones sell for
fifteen rubles apiece, the smaller ones for ten rubles The
temons cost eight rubles each and the bay leaves one nble
for a bunch of three or four feaves

To customers who protest fus prices, the seller explany
mn heanly accented Russtan that he has to pay us round
tnip train fare and that all he could bring was what he could
stow 10 2 couple of swtcases Russians Like oranges angd
ternons, and bay leaves are ;scnual wgredients for any
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groups, for Russians prize quality. Moreoser, whatever the
Russizn earns he wsually spends. In a country where theee
are no invested fortunes, money no longer 15 regarded as
rmore than a medium of exchange.
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The goverament stores displayed melons and grapes
shupped from Central Asia, blue plums and apnicots from

the Ukramme Viewang its profusion, one appreciatine cus-

tomer semarhed that Moscow indeed was the bride of al}
the Rusnias. However, we saw much the same picture 10
Lenungrad and the fewe other places we were allowed to
visit.

Meat also was sbundant 1n the market Good cuts of beef
at duntyawo subles a kilo, lamb at thety five rubles, pork
at forty-two rubles Veal sold for as lutle as eighteen rubles
alilo But the quality of the meat vaned greatly and abilicy
to pich and choose was essential Al these pnices were from
ten to fifteen per cent lower than the year before

Tn addiuon to its many produce marhets, Moscow has
other specialized marhets, Lhe the Yaroslavsky, nhere per
sons congregate to buy 2nd sell sccond hand clothes, and
where 1t 15 considered 1nadvisable to be seen too often as
the crowd 15 well sprinkled with plam<lothes agents of the
anu speculanon squad

‘The Dubimnsky 1s 2 mart for everytlung concevable 1
the way of hardware and machinery, from screw duvers,
l;x;mkcy wrenches and radio tubes to second hand automo-

Lies

But for us, and for the chuldren especially, most fascinat
10g of all was the Bird Market, also called the Cow Marhet
These, once a week, on Sundays only, every extant farm of

ammal hfe 15 bought and sold, from cattle and horses to
turtles and parakeets The range ncludes dogs of every
breed and comb few of them pedigreed, Kittens, prig
Yes, fox eubs wolf cubs, porcupines, rabbits squirrels, whate
muce, caged songhirds and aquarum fish.

~  Ther no 3 Sunday, congregates the whole gunfd of ded
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schee or borsch worthy of the nime (S chee 1s cabbage soup
with ] Linds of vegetables and herbs nuned 10, and topped
with sour cream Borsch 1s a consomme soup with beets and
sour cream )

So the customers buy one orange or lemon and ane bunch
of bay leaves per head, though they grumble that soon the
same stems will be avarlable 1n governmene shops for a mere
fraction of the price

Oranges, lemons and bay Teaves are not the onfy 1tems
that fluctuate violently 1n price according to season When
the first pale green hothouse gherhin sized cucumbers ap
pear 1 government shops ate 1n Tebruary, they cost tvo
rubles aprece. Presently, the price drops to one ruble By
June, the open marhet 15 glutted with nipe field curumbers
at three rubles a Ldogram

Early m the summer peasants with their own produce to
sell got five and even six rubles a Lilo for new potatoes Then
the government stepped 1n wath whole rruchlonds selling
for one ruble a hilo The price of tomatoes plummeted from
twenty five rubles a hilo at the start of the season to three
rubles wnd fifty hopecks by the end of July «hen they were
avulable i government stores In the same pertod fresh
cabbage dropped from eight rubles to two rublesa falo

‘The law of supply and demand thus conunues to operate
1n the Soviet open mather much as under 1 free economy,

.ot

- 1t e awwane
- - N
- vt I

marhets the suramer of 1947 was a joy to behold e stuls
sagged beneath the weight of wild and cultivated straw
bernes, cherres, raspbesres, blucheresne  ~rmvante. «oma

bernies, and mushrooms
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\ow 1 every mayjor ary Moscaw’s palaual Gastronom No
1, commonly ealed “Yeliseyev's after the former propne
tor, displays vaneties of smohed sausage, sxlamy, smohed
meats, roeat loaf, smoked apd satted fish, game, fon], fancy
heeads, and pacey, not to mention ten or tnelve vaneuss
of caviar, scarcely equaled by the finest New Yark eaterer
The Leningrad Gastronom 15 equally smpressive

Te 15 a steep denp from the level of these luxury stores to
that of the neighborhood shops where maost of the people
trade However, a pattesn for the futiire has been set Prices
on such tems as sausage range between fifty and manety
rubles a Lilo, on the smaked fish betw een forty and eighty
subles, fowl and game beswren twenty and tweaty five
bles. The best grades of bread cost five rubles a Julo, eahe
costs upward of twenty rubles a Lilo The best grades of
caviar cost two hundred and thrty rubles a Lilo, and the
Gastronom stochs only the best of everything

The shortcomings of Soviet trade are a fasorite target for
Soviet “self-cnnasm.” Nothing conveys to the average So-
viet auzen-consumer the umpression the gosernment really
B¢ hus anterests a1 hears more than these frequent and o
dd ribbings of corrupuion and mefiiency 1n the wholeale
and retard distrbunion systems Seldom, however, does cen
sorstup persut thewr transmussion abroa

In publistung such unsavory marersal, the Saviet press
wvanably absolves the Soviet system of any blame ar re
sponsibility. The abuses involved are pretured as * capualist
:‘:l}::':}i’" the snference beng that they presenty will be

Thus prcture 15 cosrect 1n the sense that government trade
organizations bave tended to attract persons who once viere

. endn
n rereate. sther beforz the revoluuon or duning the
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tention, he merely chopped the wings off the cherubs and
Cupids, ved red herchicfs around ther nechs—and tned 10
palm them off as statues of “young proneers™
Besides bad management, petty graftng i fairly common
18 Soviet retal trade, One of the favonte pr:cu‘c:s judming
by press reports, 15 for 3 Store manager to mark up certun
thfxly sn!?l))ul: items yust a fraction abgvc the authonized
retall price He then splits the dufference with Tus book
keeper and sales force Such cases are small stuff compared
16 the fulldress public scandals that are aired from tme
10 ume
A year or 5o ago, the Moscow newspaper, Trud brohe
the story of a large nag of speculators operaung sn and
around the state yewelry merchandising orgamszation known
as “Yuvelinorg ~It began with a rad by the anu specula
ton squad on a big jenelry store on the Petrovla, some
umes called Moscow s Fifth Avenue The police arrested
seventeen persons and seized two million rubles worth ot
valugbles 1n this first haul
‘The techmque employed by the speculators was simphiaty
utself They stationed contact men outside the vanous Yu
welintorg shops Private ctizens who came to sell therr valu
ables to the store would then be approached with offers to
buy therr watches jewelry, or gold coms, prvately If they
agreed the arucles thus scquired would be esther resold
dircetdy to private customers or else turmed 1n 1o Yuvelir
tog 1n exther 1nstance, the ning made a handsome profit
One trick. was to buy broken wwarches at 2 low price and
o o s o Sion 2 e pree
more than two thousand dg:ic:u repar Trud seporied that
onto the-eayernment at 2 e watches vere thys foued
profit of more than one million
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NEP (New Leonomic Policy) period, when prvate trade
was legalized for a tme Many of these persons, having e
dured severe personal hardship through confiscation and
expropriation, are secretly antagonstic to the Sovier system
—and privately bent on recouping part of their losses

At the same me, much of the waste and inefhiciency the
papers anveigh aganst stems directly from absence 1n the
government trade system of the commerail competitne cle
ment which operates as a powerful correcuve to ncom
petence under a free economy

No Soviet government trade orginizatron can go banks
rupt, no matter how mismanaged—unless the government
as a whole goes binkrupt Morcover, by chmmatng the
profit mouve from trade, the Soviet trade system tends to
depnive management and sales personnel of the main incen
tive toward greater effort and efficiency

This 1s no hypothetical argument One may see the re
sults on every side, in the prevarhing slovenly nature of the
window displays, i the indrfference of sales clerhs toward
customers (model stores excepted), in buying stoch wathout
reference to consumer demand

One roving reporter, for example, ealculated that st would
tahe the Jocal toy stores 1n the town of Bahu three thousand
years to dispose of ther present supply of jach in the boves
He also told how the local pharmacy trust, unable to dispose
of 1ts stocks of tooth pawder, finally sold the lot as cailing
whitewash

Another story dealt sith the leading Kiev are shop, which,
snstead of supplying the public demand for busts of Lenun,
Stalin, and other Sovset leaders, glufllcd s sl:d\cs with
plaster cherubs and Cuopids When the apo’[mcal [x)uv'gcou
character of these exhubus was called = the -
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i herubs and
fion, he merely chopped the wings off the ¢
'éx\)mxds, wed red herchiefs around ther neehs-—-and nsed 10
I . - rf "\punp pxonm:."’
o . T asenwnn
. PR . g
by press 1eports, 15 100 & aw & n < un
highly salzble stems yost 3 fracnon above the authenzed
retand price Hle then splics the diffeseice wuh Tus ool
keeper and sales force Such cases are small stff compared
W the fulldress public scandats that are auwed from ume
W Bt
A year o o aga, the Mascow newspaper, Trod, brohe
' ¢ - Yeon nng of speculators opesaung 1 and
s e Lngwp

- ula-
Gon SQUIG O L uwg y T, T - Lame-
Yumes called Moscow s Fifth Avenve The potice sieved
seventeen persans and suzed tvo slban eubles® wonth of
waduables in ths first hawd

The teck

qus employed by the speclors was simphioy
weelf They stanoned contact men cutssde the vanous Ya
vehrtorg shops Private auzens whe came to sell theie valu.
ables 10 the store would then be approsched with offers to
buy thas watches, jenelsy, or gold conns, provarely. 1€ they
agreed, the arucles thus acqured would be auther resald
directdy o private customers or else turned m 1o Yovehr-
torg In exther wistance, the nag made a handsome profit,

One wigh, was w buy broken watches at a low price and
sell them w the government orgamization at the price ay-
thonized for watches 1 good repase Trad reponed thay
rrore than vwo thousand defecuve watches were thus fouted
2t 2 profit of more than one mithon

L PO
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the Mascow press have centered around such fabulous fig-
+ures as the “burton hng,” who cornered the button supply,
shortcuramnting the legitimate state channels, and the
“mouse hing,” who built up 2 mullion-ruble private business
breeding white mice, which he sold to sute laboratories.
All thus suggests that some private enterprise—eyen al-
though 1t is of an underground natwre~—petnists in Sowiex
Russia at this present stage of development.
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growth of both consumer and producer or artisan co-opesd.
aves. Tt was hoped the co-operatives ould wap seserves of
foodatufls, raw matertale, and labog power not reached by
state entetpnse The consumer co-operaves, for example,
were authorized o purchase susplus foodstufls from peas-
ants and collective farmess who, awng to duwtance or lach
of transportagion, could pot markey them on ther own.

“The producer of artisin CoOPEraUVes Were intended prie
manly 1o 1ncrease supphes of consumes goods, wsing lecal
matertals and the labor potwer of home worhers (nadom-
ki), atwsans, and handierafismen, othersnse hard to 1ne
1egrate 1oto Sosaet andustry, svith sty stress on mass-producs
tion methods

Tt further was hoped that the competition of the co-opera
uves might serve as a sumulns 1o state enterpnse

In theory, at least, the arfel Jemes 2 certam fegtimate
scope for private saiugtive, Once the obligations of the artel
o the state have been fulfilled—whether m the form of
produce, manufactured goods, or trade turnover taxes~the
mernbers are free to se of any surplus as they wush,

Thus 15 just one dhystration of how the Saviets sometimes
smuggle 1a through the back door concepts dwy have 1o
jected and condemned publicly.

Tn practice, the roaperatves have provided plenty of op-
portumty for private mmtzauve, but po alwyys in accord
with the Kremlin's ntentions Some months ago the Tash-

“tent paper, Pravda Vostoka, with rate candor, summed up
the situaton
“Prvate b

and specul
found a broad firld for ann stare acuvity 1z the co-o; T~

)
system of the regublic. Using the CO-operatives :sp:rfir:::
and=v~buring ther resources, they Bave feeced the con-



Vil RUSSIAN CO-OPERATIVES
—NOT QUITE IN STEP

ALOVCSID}: the economic man stream of state ownership
and management, the Saviet system permuts the existence
of consumer co-operatives and producer or artisan co-opera-
nives. As a legal enuty, the co-operative 1s closely ahin to the
collective farm, the determiming factor bemng property
relations

Both the collective farm and co-operative are classified as
artels, “yoluntary” assocsations of small holders or producers
who have pooled their assets and implements. Their “vol-
untary” nature 15 underscored wvariably, even though the
choice generally 1s between econormic and, possibly, physical
extinction and conformuty.

‘The artel members, having given up individual utles to
thetr property, stll retan collective ownershup as share-
holders in the common enterprise Thus 1s what differen-
tiates the collective farm or kol holz from the state farm or
so1 Ehoz, and hikewise disunguishes the consumer and pro-
ducer or artisan co-operauves from state enterprse.

Because of the collective ownership vested 1 the mem-
bers, as opposed to complete nanonalizavion, the arsel 1s
conssdered a transiional form, between privare and stare

ownership.

Since the war, the Soviet goveramens” waged the .
58
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growth of both consumer and producer of Brtisan cOOPT-
nves. Tt was hoped the cooperauves would tap resirses of
feodsnafls faw satsials, and tebor power not reached by
state enterpuse The consumer cooperauses, for example,
were authonzed 1 purdhase sarphys Toodauls Grom peas
25 and collecuve Sarmers who, owing to distance or lach
of transpostation, could not marher them on theur own

“The producer of artisan co-operabives wese imtended pry
manly to ierease supphies of consumer goods, usng local
rateruals and dhe labor power of hore worhers {nadant
arki), arusans and handicrafismen, oherwise hard to m
tegrate 1mio Soviet mdustry, with 18 Stress on mass-produc
von methods

1t further was hoped that the compeunon of the co-opera
tves ought sexve as a sumulus to state enterpnise.

In theory, at lewst, the artel leaves a certan legiuimate
cope fot private tartauve, Once the obligations of the artel
o he gawe bave been fuiflled-whether m the form of
stoduce, \£ 4 ot trad h
enabers are free to dispose of any surplus as thev wish

Thus 15 just one sllostrauon of how the Soviers sometimes
smuggle i dirough the bach doot concepts they have ye
jected 30d condemned publicly

In practice. the co-operauves have provided plenty of ap-
portunity for prvate mnanve, but not ahways m accord
with the hrembins mtentions Some months ago the Tash-
Vent paper, Provda Vostoka with rare candor, summed up

the suation

“Trreate eteeprencuss, busnessmen, and spealators have
found 2 brosd field for ann state actwtp i the co-operative
sisiem of the republic, Using the <ropesaues as a front
and exploong wherr resources, ey have fleeced the con
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sumer on 1n extensne scale, misappropriated public funds,
undermined the economic and financial condition of the
co-operatives, and inflicted enormous losses on the state”

Hlustraung how these entreprencurs operated, the same
source reports how the head of a butcher co-operatve used
Ius posiion 1n order to buy meat at government wholesale
prices, which he then resold in his own private store for
five rubles above the legal retal price

In another 1nstance, at three lunchrooms belonging to the
Thaelmann Co-operative, all the equipment, ncluding the
samovars, crochery, tables, and benches, was owned by the
respective managers, who sold their own foodstuffs wathout
turmng 1n a hopech to the co-operative.

At a town on the shore of the landlocked Aral Sea, the
paper found that the managers of the local fried fish co-
operatives had other fish to fry Behind the co-operative
front, Pratds Vostoka compluned, ‘they th tves buy
the fish, fry i, and sell 12 * One such caprtalist fishmonger
was reported to have built up a business with a monthly
turnover of one hundred thousand rubles

In Moscow, the scile of such operattons naturally 1s larger
than in outlying areas, and one of the largest operators was
acertan VA Rantsel This worthy obtained the approval
of a district school board to set up a co-operative workshop
ostensibly for the manufacture of school supphes Though
officially the undertaking eraployed only three persons, in
fus heyday Kantsel had three hundred persons working for
him—and several officials of the school board were on s
payrall n vanious ficunous capacities

The legittmate production of school supphes accounted
for less than ten per cent of Kantsels productive actvity~—
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thus was for the sake of appearances The semaning ninety
per cent weat mto the manufacture of a dwerstfied hae of
pennants, games, novelues, small sousenirs, and picture
posteards, all of thers marketed privately on the sde—"on
the left 25 the Russians say On the days of big football
(soccer) games at Moscow s capacious Dynamo Stadiumm,
Tuantsel and hus ades would armve on the scene with a large
unfolding display case and do a bnsk and Iucratwve trade 1n
posicard photos of the leading players and herchiefs and
pennants wath the colors of the vanious teams

hansel s enterprise thrived unul one morming the law
caught up with hum The premuses were padloched and
the nngleaders marched off to prison

Not only does the Soviet penal code clasufy as cnimes
activites which 10 Western countries come under the cate.
gory of legitumate commerce, but the workman who does
a minor repur job privately and keeps the money thus
earned for humself, also 15 hable to prosecunon

From huev comes the story of a member of a wounded
war veterans’ rep: s o ed Henb

P nam
According to the Kiev paper Pravda Ukrainy, Henbaum
made 2 habue of tabang private orders for reparr of hatchen

utensils and electnical appliances and Leepng the money
he receved 1 payment. Moreover, complams the paper,
though many people knew of thus, nabody did anythung to
check lus earcer of enme, unnl the revenue authormes
learned of 1t and had Henbaum arrest
Despite the nsh 1nvolved, most R

to work on the s\de—"on the lcfz"—“\svs:c?:e‘::rd;;an:yn:?:flz
Russia, if you want your Lerosene stove fixed, your warch
repasred, your roof mended, your room pamted, or any other
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job done properly, you will find 1t wiser to deal with the
workman directly. Even if you are a good party member,
you will see no harm in ul

When a Russian friend of ours wanted his piano toned
and renovated, he phoned a piano tuner co-operative which
advertised m the Moscow evening paper. The tuner they
sent to look over the job gave um a price of two hundred
and fifty rubles. When the customer winced, the tuner ex
plained that sf he didn't mind wang 2 few days, he himn-
self would do the job privately, on bis own time, for one
hundred and fifty rubles. Without further ado, the cus
tomer pud the fifteen ruble call charge. The workman
turned this money into his co-operative, together with the
explanation that the customer had dectded not to go zhead
swith the job,

As far as the co-operative was concerned, the matter ended
there. A few days later, the wuner went to our friend’s fixt,
and n the course of a few evemungs fived the puano He
pockered his one hundred and fifty rubles, and nobody was

the wiser,



Vi LABOR UNIONS ARE
SPEED-UP UNIONS

TH! post % ar prriop has brought litle relaxation to the
Russums Exeryone who works, dow to the last duch dig-
ger, 13 being prodded and cajoled constantly into worhing
a faster puch Gone 1s the prewar praung about cutting
ie prevating exghthour day to seven hours Today the
ian who refuses to ‘volunteer” for overtime 1s loohed
pon a5 “unpatriouc,” and nobody bhes to be called that
One of the mam agenaes, but by no means the only
igency, for getung the Soviet worker to work harder and
onger, 15 the Soviet trade union "The Sowiet trade uolon
aas notteng 1 common but the aame with trade unomen
33 concerved and practiced 1n Western countries The sole
similanty 15 with some old ume company unions
While on paper the Soviet trade umons are pledged tc
represent and defend the workers’ interests vis-a vis man
agement 1n all disputes, including wage 1ssues, and whik
alt sorts of clauses on nghts of appeal and arbutravon an
wntten 1n the charters, these provisions have about 2
much meaning and application as the awil Libertyes guar
anteed 1n the Soviet Consttution The actual power ¢

deasion resides elsewhere, beyond recourse The stn!
wawvea  hehar's effecine defence aaaines arhues
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15 15 utterly outlawed 15 1t was 1n Nazt Germany or Fasast
Inaly
As agunst this fictitious purpose the real purpose of the
Sovict trade umons 15 to assist the government n gettiag,
as much work as 1s humanly possible out of Soviet work
ers They function pnmanly as an cnormous welloded
nition wide machme for transmutting to the great work
ng masses the endless official ballyhoo campaigns amed
at keeping the worher constantly pepped up so that he
will exert his utmost effort

The trade unions are the orgamzers and sponsors of the
Stikhnovite or  socialist competition movement, the
prinaiple of which 15 to get the workers competing with
exch other to work better and harder Trade union mect
igs ate held at which speeches are made, resolutions
passed challenges 1ssued from one brigade or worker to
another to outdo erch other

To keep things from lapsing into routine a whole muk
tary vocabulary 1s employed. One constantly 1s regaled with
victories  on the production front of “buttles for lower
production costs for economy of raw matenials fuel or
clectrieaty, and now, in parncular for improved quahiy
The whole effort 1s stage managed by local trade-unton Jead
ers acung on directives from the trade umon center

The scale of this sustaned effort 1s indicated by the
official clum that minety per cent of all Sovier industrnl
workers and techmaans take partin socihist compention
‘The Lserary Gazette with a flar for literary phrase, en
thuses In our country the Stakhanovite movement has
fowered with a tush bloom—a great army of peopie tashing
with their souls with ardor makung thesr daily contrbu

"
nion to the common cause



Laror Ustons &

Crery year produces its new crop of much publicszed
stars of socsabst competition, 1ndividuals who are built up
a5 shining examples for the worhing rank and file to emu
late Some years, the emphasis 15 on quantity, other years
on quabity Last years campaign stressed quality, and uts
mam hero was 2 Moscow texule loom operator named
Alexander Chutkikh He was credited with hasing achicred
spectacular 1mprovement 1 the quality of hus cloth The
Soviet press promptly took hum up and he was blazoned
from Kaliningrad to Viadisostoh as “Inator of the strug
gle for tugh grade weaves” Soon he was showered wik
honors, including a Stabin Prize

Pressed by admurers for the story of his signal success,
Chutkikh confided m a published arucle that *it was all
quite simple.” One morning, saddened by the news that
consumers were grumbling about the quality of cloth, he
deaided to invesugate for humself. He made the rounds of
the shops In one place 2 woman flung a bolt of clothdown
on the counter and walked out. Chuthibh exanuned the bolt
and fourd humsclf agreeng with the disgruntled customer
The cloth was of cunous hue, with an ugly pattern

‘Then and there Chuthikh had s flash of wnspravion
‘It suddeoly come 1o me that compettion for ncrease 1n
quanuty of manufactured goods must be supplemented
with competition for excellence of quality At a meetng of
factory Stakhanowttes T suggested orgamzing brigades for
cxeellent quality 1 was seconded My unut became the first

in the plant 1o produce first grade cloth The newspapers
wrote 3t up

That was all there was to 1t ‘Thereafter, continued Chut
Lihh, the letters started pouninzin People T had never met
~ Wwie

~=linr advice wantung to hnow what they should
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another, the methods, slogans, and cliches hase scflrccly
altered since the whole movement was imuated 1 1935 with
the Donbas rner, Aleser Stakhanov

This docs not 1mply that the concerted ballyhoo fals
1ts purpose of mahing people work harder But the nx':_cmp:
to present the whole performance as “spontancous and
imuiated by the rank and fle 15 as fishy as a can of eavur,
The resuli—in great output or better quahiy—s achicved
by the sheer concerted dnive and overw helmung impact of 2
mghty aod unopposed propagands machine The Soviet
trade-tnuons, backed by the Commuaust party, the Sovet
gosernment, and the entire press, comprise 1ts vital cog

‘The worhers, engineers and techmcrans conform, though
the whole thing 15, of course, strictly “voluntary " They well
know the price of nonconformuy

The role of Soviet trade-untons as promoters of Soviet
patriousm and commumsm s set forth 10 2 new treause on
trade union status, adopted at the recent All Union Trade
Unton Congress

While the statute speafes that trade unions are non panty
organizations 1o which workers belong wrespective of race,
natonaty, sex, or religious convictions, 1t speafically Tecog
mizes the leading political’role of the Communust parry

The statute sets forth that the trade unions will assist 3n
the plan for fulfillment of quotas, reduction of production
costs, and 1mprovement of qualiry

To these ends, the trade unions are pledged to “orgamze
socialist competition of workers and empk g
facirate adopuon of & paes” and o

PiSCe rate and progressive premnm

system 0 wages The statute author,

zes them to conclud,
collecuve agreements with management ¢

Tha rates 1.
“ted for trade union members include the
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do 1 order to produce only hngh-quality goods "There were
hundreds of such Jetters Boatmen, road builders, butter
makers, and metal workers all wanted the same thing—~to
turn out excellent products so as not to blush before the
Sowict consumer *

Just what magic “open sesame” Chuthikh dispensed 1n
reply to these queries 15 not clear, either from hus own state
ment or from the volummnous press publicity Pechaps st 18
 state sceret At any event, overught almost, the Soviet
press reported *Alexander Chutkihh Brigades were being
formed spontancously, all over the country, and esen m
Bulgarin, by fus ardent emulators

Though Chutkikh held the center of the hmelight, he did
not monopolize 1t Numerous other model sworhers got their
names and pictures m the papers, all of which moved the
Laterary Gazette to contrast this Sowiet glonification of the
totling man” v ith Ameniea, where it charged only gangsters
hike Al Capone are so celebrated Presumably, there 1s no
sntent to tmply that racketeering was 1volved 12 both cases

The stars of * socialist compenition  are strctly one season
wonders retired to oblivion as soon as the novelty wers
off Year before ast, a simular fuss was made over Alexander
Matrosov, credited with achieving no less sensatronal im
provements mn the production of shoes by Jeather and nme
saving proposils which, when described sounded elemen
tary to the point of naivete Today, Matrosov 1s as forgotten
as other model workers before him

A salient and laudable aspect of the “Stakhanovite' cam

paigns 1s thesr stress on the importnce of developing and
encouraging innovatons  But the campaigns themselves
seem sadly 1n need of a bie of anovating Though the stars

change and the focal powt shifts from Toerey tm
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1S RUSSIA?
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Soster povustrnizaTio, has rolled shead with gathenng
momentum ever since the war

Not only have wartime losses been made good, but today
Sovict industry 15 far more dwversified and better equipped
techmeally than ever before Qualiy umprovements have
occurred m almost every hne.

Avaihble percentage figures indicate a geometric increase
1 production of farm machinery—tractors, harvester com-
bines, reapers culuvators, and even such refinements as
potato diggers and cotton pickers At Stahingrad, top prionity
was given 1o the reconstrucuion of the great tractor plant
which 1n warturoe turned out tanks up vatl the moment the
first German assault wave tossed hand grenades through
the windows ’

Less successful than 1n some other fields have been Sovet
attempts to mass produce washung machines

A glowing account of a Sovietdesigned sample model
confirmed the impression that the Soviets had more or less
duphicated, 1f not invented, the ongunal washing machine
Tt “?:\:scnbtd‘:s 2 zinc bmed tank, with a sphenal drum
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right to eriicize Jocal and higher-up trade union officials,
and 1o appeal to the union for redress against managenal
abuses,

Duties of members include strict observance of Jabor dis-
cipline, conservation of public socialist property, improve
ment of personal shill and productive capacity, observance
of the statute, and regular payment of dues fived at one
per cent of actual earnings,

The statute declres, “in the Soviet Union, the exploing
classes are completely hquidated, explottauon of man by
man ended forever, and unemployment abolished ™

The statute obligates umons to take a special mtesest 1n
the welfare of women, “promotng their parucipation” i
“state productive and socral hife” as well as in the “Commu-
nist edueation of children.”

The statute also states that the umons shall “develop a
feeling of proletarian nternationahsm and fight for the
unity of the nternavonal labor movement, for enduring
peace, and democracy throughout the world ”

In an accompanying sesoluion, the Trade Union Con-
gress recorded 1ts support of Sovict forergn policy and ex-
pressed the “warmest gratitude™ to the Soviet government |
for supporting World Federatton of Trade-Union proposals
before the United Nattons, The congress approved the Al
Union Trade Union Counal's taternavonal acuvity in favor
of the WFTU and agunst “spluters of the tnternanonal

Iabor movement.”



X HOW INDUSTRIALIZED
15 RUSSIA?

Sourer vpusmasLizaTion has rofled ahead with gathenng
momentum ever snce the war
Not only have warnme losses been made good but today
Sovtet industry 18 far more dwversfied and better equipped
wechcally than ever before. Quakiy tmprovements have
oceutred in almost exery bine
Avalable percentage figures indicate a geometric increase
1 production of farm machinery—tractors, harvestes com
bines, reapers culuvators, and even such refinements as
potato diggers and cotton pchers At Stalingrad, top prierty
was given to the reconstruction of the great tractar plant
which 1n warwne rutped ot anks up untd the moment the
first German assaul wave tossed hand grenades through
the windaws
Less successful than m some other frelds have been Sovet
Fmpts to mass-produce washing machines
A glowing accouns of o Sonetdengned sample model
confirmed the impression that the Soviets had more or Jess
duplicated, of not wnvented, the onginad ashing machine
1t was deseribed a8 2 zanc bined tand with 2 spherical drum
= medesmaneted o an eccentne ams, designed to rotate
Kl
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right to crititize local and higher up trade union offcials,
and to appea! to the unton for redress agatnst managenial
abuses,

Duties of members include strict observance of Jabor dis
cipline, conservation of public socialist property, improve
ment of personal shill and productive capacity, observance
of the siatute, and regular payment of dues fived at one
per cent of actual earnings.

The statute declares, “m the Soviet Union, the exploiting
classes are completely liqurdated, explottavon of man by
man ended forever, and unemployment abolished *

The statute obligates untons to take a special mterest 1
the welfare of women, “promoting their participation” in
“state productive and soctal lifc” as well as in the * Commu
nust education of children”

The statute also states that the umons shall “develop 1
feeling of proletarsan internationaltsm and fight for the
unity of the international labor movement, for endunng
peace, and demoeracy throughout the world *

In an accompanying resolution, the Trade Union Con-
press recorded 1ts support of Sovier foreign policy and ex-
pressed the “warmest gratitude” to the Soviet government
for supporting World Federation of Trade Union proposals
before the United Nattons The congress 1pproved the All-
Union Trade Union Counail s international activaty m favor
of the WFTU and agamnst “sphtters of the mternational
Ibor movement *
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with 1 lopsided wobble when the clectnic motor was
switched on

There also was a manually operated version with a crank
instead of a motor On the better models a gas burner under
the tank hept the water warm

Mass production of this tnumph of Soviet ingenuty ong:
nally was scheduled for carly sprng, 1949

Before the war, the country had only two mportant
automobile plants, the Stalin plant 1 Moscow and the
Molatov plant 1n Gorky Both curned out sturdy standard
1zed truchs The Gorhy plant, 1n addiuon, mass produced
the M 1, a faurly serviceable version of the 1933 Ford, while
the Stahn plant produced the ZIS 101, 1 rather unwields,
seven pissenger, eight<ylinder job

T recall that the General Motors representausve, who 1n
those days was permitted to visit Moscow on bustness from
tume to time, after a careful mspection of the ZIS 101 assem
bly hine, estimated that each umt must cost about seventy-
five thousand dollars to produce

Postwar successor to the Z1S 101 1s the ZIS 110 Duning
the war, many of the Stalin phint s engineers and designers
wisited the United States, 1nd the ZIS 110 s a tribute to
their power of observation Basically 1t 1s 1 1942 Packard
(Stalin's favorite make)

The Z3$ 110 15 a lugh-cliss automobile mn every respect
as regards design, workmanship and quality of materals
As ats production never has exceeded tho a dy, 1t 15 essen
mally a custom built automobife

The greatest postnar production achievement of the

b Db e (Victory),
sroduced at

the Molotov plant 1n Gorky
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nore tractors, self propelled combunes, trucks, and automo-
nles roll off assemnbly hines

Yet even now supply 1s barely abreast of demands, and
he scaraty of lubricants, n parucular, has led to extensine
efforts to save and refine used motor orl

Meanwhile, producton at Russia’s oldest and largest
Bahu field 1s slowly but surely beginning to lag as well
after well runs dry

Vast, uncharted ol reserves probably exist somewhere
beneath the USSR subsorl, but prospecting so far has sull
to locate them, althongh year by year increasing funds and
effort are concentrated on the search

Some new strikes have been made from time to tme
A few years ago, deposits discovered at Ishumbai in Bash-
Lina, close to the bordethne between Europe and Asia,
were haled as many tmes larger than Russta’s oldest and
biggest Baku field From the outset this area was referred
toas* the second Bahu "

Though 1t has deteloped, in fact, 1nto the Soviet’s second
largest domesuc o1l source, 1mtial forecasts that within a
decade 1 would surpass the ongmal Balu field have not
been yosufied

At the onginal Bahu field, meanwhile, no attempt 1
beng spared to bolster sagging production A large new
prospecting organization was formed there two years ago
to step up the search for new reserves 1n neighboring areas
and at deeper levels m the old fields, and new techmques
were introduced to reexploit abandoned wells

Despite thus, Tast year’s output fell 63 per cent short of
plan fulfilment
In tus repart to the local party con f
gress of recent date,
M T Ramene Saevetary of the Azertbayjan Communist
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Lvery smart Soviet factory manager heeps on hand a
surplus of easy to produce stop g1p items on which he can
draw whenever required to cover a production lag 1n a more
complex line

To grve an illustertion, the Soviet state arganization for
distnibuting texules offered a certun sewing workshop
220000 rubles’ worth of high grade pophn for the manu
facture of men’s shirts The shop director refused the con
signment on the grounds that shirtmaking was fussy and
unprofitable—he preferred fulfilling his plan by cutung and
hemstitching handherchiefs—despite an acute shortage of
shurts 1n the selfsyme town

To fix the responsibility of gement for quality of
output and production efficiency, all Soviet industry 15 being
transferred to strict cost accounting State subsidies on
which management 1n the past could rely to rescue 1t from
the red, are being done away with

This new departure actually 1s a return to more conserv
tve business methods, and another example of Communist
readiness to borrow from capitalism when 1t serves the pur

~

posc

2

S irortace of gasoline and Diesel and lubncaung ouls 1s
lihely to become the most crucial gap i Soviet economy
unless new and rich deposits are found—and found soon
Consumption of these petroleum products 15 scheduled
to nise astronomacally 1n the immerlete Fretiem 2o i s )
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mare tractors, self propelled combines, trucks, and autome-
D les roll off assembly haes

Yet even now supply s barely abreast of demands, and
the scaraty of lubnicants, 1 parucular, has led to extensive
cfforts 1o save and refine used motor o1l

Meanwhile, producuon at Rusua’s oldest and largest
Bahu field 15 slowly but surely beginnung to lag as well
after well runs dry

Vast, uncharted o1l reserves probably exst somewhere
beneath the USSR subsorl, but prospecung so far has sull
to Jocate them, although year by year increasing funds and
effort are concentrated on the search

Some new strihes have been made from ume to tme
A few years ago, deposits discovered at Ishumbas 1n Bash
kma, close to the borderline between Europe and Asia,
were haled as many tmes larger than Russia’s oldest and
biggest Baku field From the outset this area was referred
to as* the second Bahu ”

‘Though 1t has developed, 1n fact, 1nta the Soviet's second
largest domesuc ol source, ininal forecasts thay within a
lecade 1t would surpass the onginal Baku 6eld have not
xen yusufied

At the ongwnal Baku field, meanwtile, no attempt 15
being spared to bolster saggmng producuon A large new
prospecting orgamization was formed there two years ago
1o step up the search for new reserves in neighboning areas
and at deeper levels in the old fields, and nesy techmques
were mtroduced to reexplost abandoned wells

Despite thus, fast year's output fell 63 per cent short of

plan fulfillment

. '1n"\:mn Tepoft to the local party congress of recent date,
~~~~~ “Trary of the Azerbajan Communist
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party, lad the blame for this lag on the new prospecting
orgamzation, which, he sud, had fatled to fulfill its plan
for finding new reserves He further upbruded the heads
of the Baku oil trust for not doing enough, by means of
compression 1nd other methods, to flog the last drops of
ol from the tired old wells

Another speaker at the congress concurred with Mr Bag
wov and charged the prospectors lached “proper grological
guwdance ” He urged them to carry therr search for ol far
ther out to se1 beneath the waters of the Caspran

Liforts to increase output 1t Russia’s second oldest ol
ficlds at Grozny 1n the North Caucasus also have farled s
far because of limited and decliming reserves

The Imba ol ficlds on the northeastern shores of the
Caspian which have been exploted for the past fifty years,
reached therr all ume production peak 1 the wartime year
of 1943, when output climbed forty-one per cent above the
1940 figure Since then, there has been a sharp dechine, which
local party spohesmen hhewse ascnibe to fmlure of the pros
pectors to find new deposits and to lack of intensive explos
tation of the old wells.

The search for ol has also been gomg on 1n Uzbehstan,
where, according to local party sources, small depostts have
been located at several ponts, grng grounds for hope that
Inrge reserves may also be located Some erghty wells have
been sunk so far

Llsewhere 1n Central Asty, minor deposits have been
found 1n the Dyalal Abad area of Kirkhizir But here, too,
prospectng and exploititon are far from mecting thar

oals
§ In tus recent report to the Ukranin Party Congress, Sec-

retary General Nihita Khrushche
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This situation also explains why the Soviet gosernment
casts 2 roung 1nd covetous eye on foreign sources of oif
It 15 not hard to imgine the Kremlin's chagnn when the
oilconcession deal 1n northern Iran fell through

Hence, the growing Soviet mterest 1n the ol nch Middle
East, the tot1l absorption of the Roumanian output and
cimmation of Briush and Amencan interests from the
Roumanian fields, the steadfast deterrmunation wuth whih
the Soviets ching to the Zistersdorf ol fields 1 Austra
their heen interest 1n developing synthetic ol production
and, finally, the recent sharp cut in gasohne delnencs to
East Germany

Many observers consider Russia’s o1l weakness which has
been accentuated by industrial developments, onc of the
most cogent reasons in the Kremhin agunst nshing a large
scale war at present
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Ve Sovmrs hase scored therr most L
gans 1n the reconstruction of devastated areas and in fnng
wdustral production beyond the prewar peah.

Avording to offaal sousces, 407,000 rural dwelhags were
wilt 12 the invaded portsons of the Russian Sovier Federa-
¢ Sociahst Republic (Russia proper] on the three year pe-
wod from 1946 through 1843, 28 well a8 189000 farm budd
“gs. In the Ukratae, which was cornpletely overrun, 800,
W rural dwelkngs were tebwilt ot restored, and 200
um buildmgy, tn the same peeiod
Wineteen foryught's gran hantst totaled seven bihon
00ds (a pood 13 36 pounds), almost equahng the 194
umper figure In industry, some four thawsand factorees,
Eants and runes stacted of resumed production dunng the
sgle yrar of 1943 The total industnat cutpar for the same
£2r was grven as eighteen per cent sbove the 1940 level and
aenty seven per cent over the previous year, 1947,

In wardevastaed areas, the 148 adsance orer 1947 was
en a5 fory-one per ent, the gun beng Largely the re-
ult of restorauon of some of the big Donbas ndustryal
m,x‘t; éesu‘n\cd ot put out of acuan durine the u s
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ess whereby the percentages are computed, the mndices and
standrds of compartson used, including what adjustments,
1f any, for the revaluation of the ruble at the end of 1947
are closely hept secrets of the central statistical adminstra
non of the Council of Ministers of the USSR

Aside from an understandable withholding of production
data which, though public property 1n most countes, nught
gwe a clue to the Soviet Union's war potential, the Rus
sins are even coy about the output of the most peaceful
consumer goods Figures on the production of textiles, ga
loshes or sausages are scarcely more available than figures
on the output of tanks or planes

Without the statstrcal hey, the percentages given 1n the
plan fulfillment reports are a sort of statistical cipher, more
mystfying than enhghtening, and this doubtless 1s just how
these reports are mtended by their devisers

‘The one 1mportant exception to the percentage method
of presentation 1s the wnnual nauonal budget, prescated
regulrly each spring to the Supreme Sowviet for approval

Here, 1nstead of percentages, one has mullions and bil
lons of rubles to comure with But the categornes are so
general where economic matters are concerned—there 1s no
breahdown of the global figure assigned to sndustry, for
example—and the price equivalents 1re so nebulous that
the budget supplies scarcely any more hard information on
the Sovict economy than the plan fulfillment reports

The most that can be smd for the budget 1s that 1t gives
some 1ndication of expendrture and sources of revenue, as
well as of caputal 1mvestment, plus some faicly speaific data
on cultural activities, education, and social services

Oddly, the national budget malkes no provision for fore
eign trade 1 ather ats meome or exp el re_sec
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though forergn trade 13 2 state manopoly Nor wall the st
dent gleat the Jeaxt anformauon on this subject from any
pubhiched Soviet source. In this respect, imports of Bata
shoes from Czechoslovahia are cloaked 1n the same hush
huch as smparts of uransum from that nerghboring eountry
The same statstical blackout apples to Soviet tahings
from eastern Germany 1 the form of reparavions from eur
rent production Yet i such hines as sutomobiles and clec
trical equipment alone the figures must run 1nto rullions
of rubles, all of i cleac gun On the strects of any Sovict
ty today the swadard German BMW (Bavanian Moter
$orks) two-door sedans produced m the east zone outnum
xt cars of any other single make
All thys ultra secrenveness 1s largely a postwar develop-
nent. Before the war, detmled data on 2 wade range of
rubyects were published by the State Planming Commussion
and oiher government agenaes
No data at al) m any size, shape or form, are ever pub-
lished on Soviet “penal correcuve labor™ enterprises, though
these enterprises, operated by the MVD, are douhtless, to
sy the least, a far from neghgible factor 1n Soviet economy

As with eveeything the Soviets approach siausues from
the standport of the party hine and 1ts requirements The
stansucians generatly are told ahead of time what therr fig
tires are to show and often if the figures do not add up to
the required answer, so much th= worse for the figures and
for the staustcians who compile them.

A graphsc lustratron of dus attude was provided by the
suppression of the 1937 cenvus. Instead of releaning the find
ings the papers charged that counter revolutionary wreck
ers had wormed thewr way 1nto the Census Burezu and

~. dortored she Gzures. According to the grapevine, the trouble



78 Tuus Is Russia

ess whereby the percentages are computed, the indices and
standards of companison used, including what adjustments,
if any, for the revaluation of the ruble at the end of 1947—
are closely hept secrets of the central stattstical 1dmumstra
tion of the Council of Ministers of the USSR

Aside from an understandable withholding of production
data which, though public property 1n most countries, might
gne a clue 1o the Soviet Union's war potenual, the Rus.
sians are even coy about the output of the most perceful
consumer goods Figures on the production of textiles, ga-
loshes or sausages are scarcely more avarlable than figures
on the output of tanks or planes

Without the stanstical Ley, the percentages given sn the
plan fulfillment reports are a sort of staustical cipher, more
mystfying than enhghtemng, and this doubtless 15 yust how
these reports are 1ntended by their devisers

‘The one important excepuon to the percentage method
of presentation 1s the annunl nationnl budget, presented
regularly each spning to the Supreme Soviet for approval.

Here, mstead of percentages, one has millsons and il
lions of rubles to conjure with But the categones are so
general where economic matters are concerned—there 1s no
breakdown of the global figure assigned to 1ndustry, for
exarnple—and the price equivalents are so nebulous that
the budget supphies seareely any more hard information on
the Saviet economy than the plan fulfiliment reports

The most that can be said for the budget 15 that it gnes
some 1ndication of expenditure and sources of revenue, s
well as of capital investment, plus some fawrly speaific dara
on cultural actvities, education, and social services

0ddiy, the national budget makes no provision for for-
ogn trade 1 cither Jts 1MCOME OT Lap v © SCTHOMS\ o,
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was that the query on religious behefs included in the cen
sus questiotinaire had disclosed an alarmungly high propor
tion of believers. At any event, m 1939 a new census was
taken wath this question omutted

‘The findings of the 1959 census w ere published, something
which scarcely could happen today, for the Soviet govern
ment, i1 1ts present frame of mund, 1s likely to consider vl
statistics 1 state secret

At any event, there have been no more censuses an
nounced, and despite the great demographical changes
wrought by war, including the annexation of large tem
tories with 1dded millions of snhabutants, Soviet economists
and sociologists writing for publication still must use the
1939 census figures In like manner, the authontes so far
have even refused to permut publication of 1 post war Mos
cow telephone directory, though the 1939 editton by now 18
useless

Any attempt to pursue the matter of Soviet statstics fur
ther than the authonized published material or achieve some
intelligible breakdown would come under the category of
economic espronage, subject to swift and severe penalucs
under the new Soviet catch Al law for safegurrding state
secrets

This situation makes 1t rather hard for students of econ
omy or sociology outside ¢losed pacty schools, where the
puptls have been carefully cheched and double-cheched by
the MVD Yet this 15 just one of many Soviet barriers to
that free flow of thought and knowledge so essenual ta
human progress

As for the foreign correspondent, even datr from pub
lished Soviet sources are often deleted from his dispatches



X SIBERIA—HIDING PLACE

OF RUSSIAN INDUSTRY

Fox rive mmeones years, proneenng Russians have pushed
the frontices of setdement east toward the vast untapped
areas of Sibera a0d porth 1nto the frozen Arcue. World
War 11 gave tremendous impetus to this histonc trend by
transplanung whole industries boduly from areas theeatened
with tavasion to the secure fastness of the Urals and the
endless country beyond

Today, the eastward stuft 1n the Soviers’ economuc gravity
center connnues unabared. The surategc lessons of the war
hase been thoroughly mastered. The northern areas also are
being devcloped.

1n the Siberran huzbas (Kuznetsk coal basin), m Central
Asna, the Far East and Far Noath, vast, new, self suficient
mdustnal centers are beng buile up wath sources of raw
materals and fuel convemently located and wath labor
power and food tocally available.

Ground for Magnutogorsk, iron and steel hub of the Urals,
first was broken 10 1928 at the foot of Magnetic Mountan,
2 vas, fesrous outcropping whence the ary denives both 1ts
name and the 1ton ore for ws blast fovnaces. In 1939, ats
population numbered around a huadred and fifty thousand

«rsons. The present estimate 15 double that number, and 3¢
«ca T Maenitoonrk furnaces pour mote molten,

81
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sron and steel than all the furnaces of czanst Russia com
bined

A merc nfant by comparison with Magntogors. 1s Miass.
There, 1n the wilds of the main range of the Ural Moun
tuas, a new automobile plant was assembled o 1942, mosdly
from machinery brought on flatcars from the Stalin auto-
mbbile plant 1n Moscow, as part of the general wartime
evacuation of industry to arcas beyond reach of enemy ac
tion With the machinery cime personnel

After the war, most of these were “persuaded * to stay on
permnently 1n the wilderness and the Muass plant con
tinued to expaind Today, 1t 15 mass producing several types
of trucks and soon wall be turning out passenger cars Mean
while, a new Soviet city has grown up 1round the plant

Many other Moscow enterprises sp1w ned new umits to the
cast i warume, among them the grant Kaganovich ball
bearing plant, which moved many of its shops to the Urals
In Lemingrad, the wartime mass industrial exodus has per
marnendy altered the make up of che ey, as few of those
who left with factories that were evacuated to new places
have been permutted to return since

It 15 perhaps a curious commentary on the continuity of
Russinn history that the forcbears of the Leningrad evae
uees, now compelled to resettle 1n the wilderness far from
therr beloved aity, were foraibly transplanted by Peter the
Great two centunes ago to people his new capital 1n whae
was then wilderness

Another new Ural aty that came 1nto being through the
war effort was Krasnoturiash, site of the new grant Dogos
Tovshy aluminum plaat In the absence of population figures,
the size may be gauged from the rcport‘ that 1t has tw cmyA

grammar sch
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not far from where thus rrver joins the Arctic Ocean Prior
to 1942, the Pechora Basin was unmhabited Arcte tundea,
though prospectors had found nich coal seams 1n the region.
When the German invasion of the Donbas area cut off the
coal supply, Soviet planners remembered the co1l scams of
the Pechora Basin A long branch ralway was bult m
record time across the northern wilds to link the Pechora
Basin with the main Soviet rail network Shafts were sunk
nd today production 15 proceeding on a large scale

The aty of Vorkuta came 1nto bewng concomutantly, and
today numbers several tens of thousands of inhabteants, has
1ts own theater of music and drama, 1nd a school of munes.
In time, the Pechora coal mines will have a direct connection
with the Magnutogorsh area, thereby supplying the Ural
steel mills with high grade coling coal

Another important coal source 15 Karagands, i the cen
tral Asian republic of Kazakstan Coal first was discorered
there in the middle of the last century and rights thereto
were acquired 1n peepetmty” by 1 merchant named Ush
ahos Some thirty five years later, Ushahov’s heirs sold ther
still unexplonted concession to a French buyer, who in turn,
resold 1t to a Bntish concern which sank 1 single shaft

Today, production from many scorces of shafts amounts
to several million tons yearly and geologists caleulte the
reserves 1n bilons In 1939, Karaganda had a population of
one hundred and sixty six thousand persons Today, 1t 1s
over the quarter mullion mark

Another important sndustrial center i Kazahstan 1s Bak

hash, the site of a big copper development



il MVD—THE “THING"

THAT STALKS

Diane our last weehs :n Moscow, we obtained an unusual

close up of how the Sovict polsce state operates The protocol

and decorum that ordinanly shield foreigners from too-near

contact with thus Frankenstein—which we came to call the

Rt
that, despite cur American passports, we had po more Jegal
nights vis-a vis the “Thing* than tens of mullions of Sovier
auzens all around us.

Lemn, 10 hus famed essay, ¢ The State and Revolution,”
reduced the state apparatus to a common dehomimnator of
naked, uacheched cocrave power—army plus police force
plus prisons—in the hands of the feww who impose their will
on the helpless mulutude Though Lenn had 1n mund the
czanst state hich he was out 1o destroy, the Soviet police
state he established 15 2 carbon copy of this concept

‘The Sovier system 1ok over the apparatus of ezanst abso-
lutism—the army, police, and, in parucular, the prisons and
penal setdements. Tt expanded and refined this hentage o

= therowntshere Nicholas 1and s gendarmene or Nicholas
3
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11 and fus Okhrana (secret police) would scem like easy
going amAateurs

Czanst absolutism 1n ats heyday never succeeded in fully
stlencing the defiant voice of freedom The Russian el
lectual gants of the nineteenth century feuded with the
government all their lives, and, though subject to vanous
reprisals, never abindoned the field The present regime
never would suffer a Pushlan, a Gogol, a Behinsky, a St2!
tykov-Schedrin, or even 1 Tolstoy to denounce its tyranay,
cnticize its myustices, puncture ats self inflavon, lampoon s
hypocrisy

It knows how to nip 1 the bud effectnnely the Jeast indt
cwon of disaffection or rebellion The difference between
czarsst absolunsm and the Soviet police state 1s that when
Lenin was sentenced to Stbersan exile he was allowed to take
Ius hbracy with lum and pursue his revolutionary wnungs

Under czansm the individunl sull enjoyed some legnl
defenses from the whim of absolutism Soviet state practice
recogmizes no ynalienable human nghts or other hmitations
to tts total monopoly of power

Reversing the order of the social contract the Soviet state
does not denvo sts powers from delegation from the cizen
1y, har 18 1t their ereon The aiuzens are the creatures of
the state, enjaying only such nights and hiberties as the state
affords them—and these the state 15 free to abrogate when
ever 1t wishes

Paradoxically, the Soviet ‘Stalin™ Constitution guarantees
2 whole Iist of cvil nghts—including freedom of press
speech, assembly, fair trial, and independence of the courts
But ths, ke the Sowviet free elections and the Sovict
Parliament, 15 unreal window dressing

The essence of power 1s vested an the Mt Intcrn;l/
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II and fus OLhrana (secret police) would scem hle exsy
going amateurs

Czanist absolutism 1n 1ts heyday never succeeded in fully
silencing the defiant voice of freedom The Russian aneel
lecturl gants of the mineteenth century feuded with the
government all their hives, and, though subject to vanous
reprisals, never abandoned the field The present reqm*
never would suffer a Pushhin, a Gogol a Belinshy, a Stal
tyhov-Schednn, or even 1 Tolstoy to denounce 1s tyranny,
criticize ats inyustices, puncture 1ts self inflation, rmpoon 1ts
hypocrisy

It hnows how to mp 1 the bud effecuvely the least sndi
cation of disaffection or rebellion The difference between
czarsst absolutism and the Soviet police state s that when
Lenin was sentenced to Stbersan estle he ws lowed ta take
Ius hbrary with him and pursue his revolutionary wrungs

Under czansm the individual sull enjoyed some legdl
defenses from the whim of absolutism Soviet state practice
recogmizes no inhenable human rights or other limitations
to 1ts total manopoly of power

Reversing the order of the socal contract the Soviet stite
does not deriso its powers from delegation from the ciuzen
1y, nor 15 1t therr creation The citizens are the creatures of
the state, enjoying only such rights and hberties as the stite
affords them—~and these the state 1 frec 10 1brogate when
ever 1t wishes

Paradovcally, the Soviet * Stalin™ Consttution guarantees
2 whole list of cvil nghts—including freedom of press
speech, assembly, far trial, and independence of the courts
But this, Iike the Soviet free™ electons and the Soviet

Parliament, 1s unreal window dressing
The essence of power 1s vested 10 the Minis® Inlcmy—-
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A comeer Moscow anecdote concerns Ivan Petrovich, who
1 wnt sbroad on “komandirovka’ (official business asugn-
et} From Warsaw, us first stop, be wres the home
ofice “Lony ne Poland, free and wndependendt” Naxt,
fiom Prague, he wlegraphs “Loug Wive Crechosiovaha
free and independent! *

The cables are repeated 1 the same van as Petrovich
joLrneys to Roumania, Bulgana, Hungary, and other satel
Lte countries Then after a Jong peniod of silence, comes a
message from Swizerland that reads “Long ne Petrovich,
free and independent)” "That's the last Moscow hears of thus
paucular Tvan according to the ancedote.

To Soviet wives of foresgners, trying for years to youn
thar husbands abroad to husbands strugghng o free wives
ard children whom the Sowiets clum, this story has trame
pagnancy beyond all humor To them the Tron Curtan is

na abstract Churchlhian tretaphor, but something very hard
and impenetrable

fe1 the record tell the story Tuincludes the names of some
theee hundred and fifty wives of Amencan auzens who
have » ught permistion 10 lexve the country in the past nine
years Of these, fifieen women mamed former members of
the Amencan Embasse staff 1 Moscow,

Ninery sev. £
) Amencan T Ty seven o
es of Unn_:@ States Army yeterans
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it so desites by the simple expedicnt of arrest, unhampered
by habeas corpus

In the Soviet Union nobody every tries to sue the govern
ment or contest the legality of 1ts acuons Agamst the over
whelming weight of absolute power the individual has no
legal protection or redress whatever, he 1s at the mercy of
the merciless <

T recall how Krokodyl, the Soviet humorous weekly, ance
piched up the story of a life prisoner in an American pent
tentiary who sued 2 publisher for damages—and won the
case It was over the publication of hus story winch the pub-
hisher presumably had distorted

The 1den of a man serving a hfe term sentence winming a
court case appealed to Krolodi s sense of humor as absurd
Whoever heard of a conviet in the Soviet Union winning 2
court case? The fact that under Amencan laws even a hfer
sull might have legal nghts was beyond Krokodil ¢ under
standing

This view of the atizen as state property expluns, among
other things, the Soviet atutude toward displaced persons
of Soviet nationality The Soviet state demands the nght to
reclaim 1ts citizens—regardless of whether they themselves
wish to be reclumed

The Soviets, along with denal of other individual nights,
do not recogmze for their auzens the nght of expatration
The methods of the police state are nowhere so revenled as
1n the treatment of Soviet aitizens who apply for permission

to go abroad
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Aprt from the embassy case, the great myjonity are from
former castern Poland the Balue states, Ruthensa or Bes
sarabn, and were marned before 1939—that 1s to say, before
these terntones were annexed by the Soviets nd Soviet
catizenship automatically w1s conferred on all the inhabit
ants

As the Soviet Union never has admutted the nght of ex
patriation, the rule 1s that Soviet citizens are permtted to go
abroad only mn the interests of the government Personal
reasons, however compelling cut no wce with the MVD
officaals who pass on exit vis1 apphications

Nevertheless, up until 1 few years ago one or two Sovict
wives of American citizens were let out every year But
since August, 1946 even this trickle has been cut off

In another move 1n this direction, on February 15, 1947,
the Soviet government 1ssued 1 decree prohibiung Soviet
atizens from marrying foreigners This grotesque attempt
to legislate affarrs of the heart 15 not something the Soviet
Yeaders are proud of or care to adveruse, for the announce
ment was buned 1n the columns of the Officsal Journal of
the Supreme Soviet something few persons ever read

To my hnowledge, the decree never has been published or
referred to 1n the Soviet press at large When 1 mentioned
1t 1o Russians their first reactton was one of utter incredu
lity When correspondents tried to send the story abroad, it
was Lalled by the censor

What mahes this law espeaially brutal 1s the apparent
initent to apply 1t retroactively Not content with bannung
future marringes to foreigners, the government seems bent
on hquding such unions as were previously contracted,

and not only by forcing husband and wife to hive 1n dufferent
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ught, to desert the socahst motherland that rused and
educated you, for an American!”

I, at this pomt, the vicum shows obvious signs of mental
angwish, the inquisitor suddenly relents, “Here, here, au
zeness I did not wish to hurt your feelings 1 simply nas
trying to help you with sound advice—not as an official but
as an older fellow countrymn Go home—think 1t over”

At home, the chances are that of the wafe happens to Ine
with Rer prrents, and likely as not 1n the same room, she 1s
the target of constant nagging Her famuly choruses

“It’s all very well 1f you choose to wrech your own life 2nd
queer yourself But you've no nght to ruin our lives By gt
ting yoursclf mrxed up with foresgners, vou've brought us
all under observation—you'll ger us all into trouble It's ume
to put an end to 1t Forget abour that Amenict You'll neser
see it anyway ”

Possibly, she and her famuly will also be needled m some
way by the house manager—registranon formalities

Few persons have the moral stamma to restst such brow
beung tndefinitely Sooner or later, 11l but the most stead
fast wives h1ve “voluntartly” brohen down and filed for
divorce In such cases, the stringent Sosiet dioree hws sud
denly are relmed A process that usually prhes many months
1s completed 1 a few diys The requirement that both
prrues must appear before the court 1s summanly waned

To crovwn her humiliauon, the wife also 1s ‘persnaded™ to
wiite a letter to Pracda or Izvestia publicly repudiaung her
husband, denouncing hts country 1n the approved manner,
and vorang her “wish” to remun o the beloved Soviet

homeland
Thangs have not gone wel wath e o g who syt

bornly have clung to ther hearts’
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Souer wife of 2 cenan Amencan forugn service officer.
Hanag tred but faled to get 2 Sovict et wisa for her and
ther ymall child he had to leave wpon termunation of hus
Mowow asmgnment
Six menths later, the house manager—2 profestion whach,
10 Russ, tncludes the dutes of police iwformer~came to
= fac she shared with ber parents and announced she no
foger could be regustered there and must move out 1M
, medady When the pleaded duac she had nowhere to go,
the howse tanager sneczed “Go 1o the Amencans, they'll
Tock afier you

She was given fodgng and a 1ob as bousckeeper at an
embaeey itlet One day a week. fater, she farfed 1o retun
§rm 2 0 to the market 20d has not been heard from
snce The customary diplomatie tepresentations 10 the For-
uga Minustry have produced the customary silence.

Wites of Amencans and Brizons are by no means the only
stours of the noexit visa policy The case of the Soviet wife
o the wn of the former Chulean arvbassador m Mowow
%18 brought before the United Naunons Another case 1ne
tolved the Rusnan wike of the Greel stmbassador In nother

Msance id ambassadonad tank carry woght with Wit visa
Cepartment.

1

Sowet v negaf Amerwan carans ace only 2 small fracuon
of thowt who have made effonis to eave the Sovier Unson
and gt o Amenca Approamately fifty five bundred appls-
eams hane cantacted the Amencan Lmbassy 10 thus conneg-
ton 14 the cousse of the past nane years

Tot an ordinary person in the Soviet Umon 1o approsch
the Amencan Erbassy, even duting the penod of compura
uve eordialiny, requured derable courage and 4
e i Ernbace comng and grungs are w atched carefully and
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nght, to desert the socralist motherland that rarsed ard
educated you, for an Amenican!”

If, at thas pount, the victm show s obvious sens of mental
angwsh, the inquisitor suddenly relents *Here here au
zeness, T did not wish to hurt your feechngs 1 simply ws
trying to help you with sound advice—not as an official but
15 an older fellow countryman Go home—think 1t over”

At home, the chances 1te that if the wife happens to Ine
with her parents, and Likely as not 1n the same room, she 15
the target of constant nrgging Her famuly choruses

“It's all very well1f you choose to wrech your own hfe and
queer yourself But you've no nght to rwn our lives By get
ung yoursclf mised up with foragners, vou've brought us
all under observanon--you'll get us all into trouble Yrs tume
to put 0 end to 1t Forget about that Amener Youll never
sec it anyway "

Posubly, she and her famly will also be needled s some
w1y by the hovse manager—registranon formatmes

Few persons have the moral stamina to restst such brow
beung indefintely Sooner or Inter, all bot the most stead
fast wives hnve voluntanh ' broken down and filed for
drvorce In such cases the stringent Sovier dnvoree Jans sud
denly are relined A process that usually rikes many months
1s completed 1 a few days The requirement that both
prrties must apperr before the court 1s summanly waned

To crown her humthauon, the wife also 1s “persuaded™ to
wnte a letter to Prac da or {z:eit2a publicly repudiating her
husband, denouncing his country 1n the approved manner,
and vorcing her “wish’ to remun an the beloved Soviet
homeland

Things have not gone well » nh‘ the few girls who <tub-
bornly have clung theie hearts’ deare Thew 77 3he
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Soret wife of 3 ez Amencan foraiga service officer,
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4} their szoalt chuld, be i 1o Leave upon termnauon of fus
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§ Saronths hater, the house manager—2 grofession which,
1n Rusqy, snclides the duties of pohice nformer—care to
i e £t he shared sath her parents 20d announced she 1o
2o ol be registered thers and must move out m
$ mrdicly When the pleadad thar the bad nawhere to go,
{ the howse matager sncered “Go to the Amencans; they Il
kek after you'
1 She was ghen fodging and o 10b 38 howcheeper at an
embassy bullet, Qne day, a wesl, Tatee, the faled @ return
; from 3 tp to the market, and has not been heard from
sxe The
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nght, to desere the socialist motherlwnd that rused an
educated you, for an Amencan!”

If, at this point, the victim shows obvious signs of meny:
angussh, the inquisitor suddenly relents * Here, here, et
zeness T did not wish to hurt your feehngs 1 simply w2
tryng to help you with sound advice—not as an official bu
as an older fellow countryman Go home—~think 1t over

At home, the chances$ are that if the sife happens to In
with her parents, and likely as not 1n the same room, she 1
the target of constant nigging Her family choruses

“It’s all very well 1f you choose to wrech your own hife anc
queer yourself But you'se no nght to ruin our Iives By get
ung yoursclf mined up with foresgners, you™se brought u
all under obseryation—you'll get us all into trouble 1t's nm¢
to put n end to 1t Forget about thit Amenca You'll never
see 1t anyway "

Possibly, she and her famuly will also be needled 1n som¢
way by the house manager—registration formalies

Few persons have the moral stamina to resist such brow
beaung indefinitely Sooner or Jater, all but the most stead
fast waves have ‘voluntanly” brohen down and filed for
dnorce In such cases, the stnngent Soviet divorce laws sud
denly rerelnned A process that usunlly fakes many months
ts completed m a few days The requirement that both
parties must appear before the court 15 summanly waned

To crown her humiliauon, the wife also 1s “persuaded” to
write 4 letter to Prat da or Izvestza publicly repudinung her
husband, denouncing his country 1n the pproved onnner,
and voweng her ‘wish’ 10 remun n the booved Sovict
homeland

Things have not gone w ell with the few girls who stub-
bornly have clung to thar hearts’ desire 'I‘hc}_“u the
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cheched by police and plain-clothes men on duty twenty
four hours a day outside the cmbassy Any “unawthonzed
\1sttor 1s certan to be marked for observation and possibl
detention

Letters to the embassv are sure to be opened and whethe:
or not they are delnered, the MVD 15 surc to deselop 4 far
from friendly interest in the writer

Accordingly, 1t 15 1 rensonable 1ssumpuon thae for every
application reaching the embassy there were several others
who wanted to apply but werc afraid or whose letters never
were recerved If the bacs were suddenly hifted, there 18 20
telling how many tens of thousinds of Russans would
revcal therr desiee to go most anyw here—but preferably
the United States

Out of the total named, some two thousand persons filed
clurs to Amencan atizenship The remainder put 1n for
xmmigration visas As with the wives, the majonty of all
these 1pplicants came from are1s recently annexed by the
Sovier Unton and under Soviet fan became Sowet cinzens
qutomatically by fact of residence

As far as 1s hnown, only seventy six out of the thirty five
hundred who sought immigriuon visas have been able ©
feave the Soviet Umon, and of this number forty-one were
not climed as Sovict ¢itizens Tharty three were guven et
visas not to go to the Unuted States but to Poland s being
of Polish racal ongin under the Polish-Soviet repatsntion
agreement

In 1947, 1n fine with the policy change, the Iid was clamped
down completely That year, Soviet citizens tn thes group
received et visas an three instances only 1wo cises 10
Jolved former Amencans, widows of promuncnt Sovet <ty
zens, one of them with two minor children The third cn}
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st of the minot chuld of an Amencan czen, Uhewne

widow of a Sovet atizen

3nce I947, not ene exat 152 bas been 1ssued to any mem-
 of this group, and only one non Amencah atizen was
rureed to Teave the Soviet Union for Amenca—~a Jewnh
7 whose parents had been kiiled 1n a Nazt capcenteation
mp and whote sole relatnne was an undle 19 the Unned
s,

Of the two thousand claumaats 1o Amencan auzentup,
ot six hundred have been upheld, but anly onc hundred
25¢ bees reyected. Save for two hundred and fifty now up
1 deainon, the ematnsng cates have been tabled for Yack
£ information, mostly because the applicants pever were
card from sgain after (e smatsal sist of lettet,

Fetiers st out by the embassy wsually afe ather un-
wsnered e¢ reurned undshvered,

Howevey, 1t 15 csumared that there ase upwatd of eighte-n
undred persons 1n the Soviet Umon who daim the nght to
Amencan etizenshup, and who wish to return ta the United
States bt cannog obtasn Soviet exat visas, ‘The maonty of
them afso are clumed as cizens by the Soviet Union, which
does pot ademit the possibiliey of dual nanonality Ssnce 1940,
caly seventeen of these persons have been pertmutted to deave
-~and none since 1946

There also were some persons 1n the annexed artas whom
the Sovicts inmally secognized as forergn caezens and whe
therefore wese not clatmed awtomatically as Saviet nauonals,
Thus way notably the case 1 former Polish terntory and
Luhwania, where persons who had hved in the Uniced States

and acquired Amencan auzenship, of were born there of
{’ohsh or L

buaman pasents, retuened for extended visus
=% *b~- Amencan passponts
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In the beginming the Soviet authonues respected this
status 1ad 1ssued them residence permuts s foresgners Up
until 1947, many of these persons were permitted to leave
the country But this group, too, was 4ffected by the change
in policy, and in 1948 only three out of more than fifty
Amenican citizens, previously recogmzed as such, were per
mutted to leave

Others, when they presented their passports for exit visas,
had both their passports and foreigners’ residence pernuts
coifiscated and were pronounced Soviet aitizens Some
umes husbands have been granted exit visas 18 Amenica
atizens while their wives and children have been refused
permission to accompany or join them

In all these newly annexed areas before the war 1 person
with 1 dual nationality claim was free to choose one or the
other, although he legally could not hold two ciuzenships
stmultaneously However, considerable hnwde of inter
pretation was allowed Thus, n individual with a clum to
Amencan atizenshup mught reside locally for years s 1
atizen of, say, Poland or Lithuania, and then Jeave the coun
try on an American pssport

The Soviets now appear to consider that the shghtest
claum to aizenship of any of these countries—even though
not_excrased—rendered mandatory acquisivon of Soviet
ctizenship at the tme of annexaton The individuals
preferences are regarded as having no bearing on the crse

The United States foteign service cannot extend even 2
mimimum consular protection to the American ¢itizen in
volsed 1n these visa hold ups, snce the reas they Ine i are

beyond the well marked hrmts within which diplomats may
travel and are decp wathin the so<alled [ ‘orbidden Zone *
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Tur row rrs and functions of the MVD are not set forth in
the Soviet Constitution, that same constitution which de
scribes the rubber stamp Supreme Soviet s the highest law

sving body m the Iand

The MVD does not fec] slighted by this onussion On the
contrary, st doubtless would resent any attempt to define 1ts
authority, since defimtion imphes limuts

This dehberate avoidance of ny set statutory framework
1s the clue to the MVD s central position 1n the Sovict sys
tem It 15 unfettered, ommipotent police power reduced to
practictl organrzational form—~the state i the full sense of
Lenin's defimtion of the state as 1 machine for suppres
sion’

The MVD 15 not a subject the 1spirng young Sovict stu
dent would be hihely to choose for his master’s or doctor s
thesis The MVD prefers the hight of high wattage inemn
descent bulbs 1 shutin places to the hight of day It shuns
publicity, and 1ts feehngs generally are respected Conse
quently, commentaries by Soviet sources on the nature,
structure, methods and powers of the MVD are rre

We, thercfore, are all the more indebted to kP Gor
shemn, Soviet Minuster of Jusuce for 2 brief but ealight
eming deseription of the MVD s ongin and early evolunon

In December, 1917, Gorshenn expluns, when the Sovict

regime was but a few weeks old, a specinl ¢ uparesion was .
98
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aibluked uoder the charmanstup of Felre Daerzlunshy.
s purpases, as set forth ot the tme, were
1 Cucusventon and hiquidavon of all counter tevo-
lutignary and saboteunng anempts and acons through
out Russia, regordless of who the awhors wete
2, Tuming over 1o she court of the military xevo-
Tutioracy trbunal all saboteurs and counter revoluuon-
sts and drafung messures for the struggle with these
(elements)
Thag taral decree furthes wposed specific limitations an
the agthotury of the new orgamzation
The commussion conduers only the preliminary 10
vestiganon and enly tsofar as requured for awcur-
eative purposes
In other words av this eatly stage, the commission had
o powver 1o pass judgment and mpose sentences Tt umply
eonducted its imvesugavon and turned wts findings over to
the court of the revuhmonary tribumal. A semblance, at
leass, of due process of Yaw was thereby presersed
On December 13 (ald stvle), 1917, the Counal of Peo-
ples Commussars officlly designated the new body as the
Aff Russian Exwsordinary Commission for Strugple with
Counter revolunon and Sabowage, speafying thar it was
direcdy responsible to the Council of People’s Comuus
sars ‘Thereaftee the body was commonly known by sts
Russan 1mnals, VChE, sendered colloquually as Cheha
The first major step expanding the Cheka s onginal re
sncted character tollowed 2 few months later Quoung

Gorshenn

Woar W otnie L.ahn - -
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VChK stipulated that after the orgamization of local Chelss,
the right to carry out all arcests, all searches, requisinons,
and confiscations connected with counter revolutionary
crimes, speculation, crimes of office (presumably grafe and
dereliction of duty), and through the press (publication
of ant-Soviet material), belongs exclusively to organs of
the Cheka’

The comprehensive character of this hist of functions 1
self-evident But this tremendous expansion of 1ts orgamiza
tien and 1ts competency only whetted the Cheka's appetite

According to Gorshenin “At the end of 1918 the VChK
was reorgimized from an organ of investigation 1nto an
organ that also resorted directly to extra jundical (1.2, with
out reference to the courts) measures of cocrcion, assuning
swift and, of necessity, cruel repression of the enemies of
the Soviet state.”

In this candid defimtion Gorshemin has provided, let us
hope for his sake unwitingly, a damaging expose of the
fraudulent, phony character of the “nghts” and ‘guaran
tees” of the individual wnitten 1nto the Soviet Constitution

The fact that Gorshenin ranks sccond only to Foteign
Minsster Andrer Y Vishunshy among Soviet legal author
wes, lends added wesght to hus words As head of the
Munistry of Justice, which 1n the past on all too-rare occa
sions (and even then, only lower local officials were an-
volved) has blown the whistle on the MVD, Gorshenin
Lnows whereof he speaks when he describes its methods
“Manugorshcmn was dealing with the mital peniod of the

nce then, the Cheka has been succes

lice state St
fr:l;txrc,:nl::d GPU, NKVD, and finally MVD And with

-
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VChK stipulated that after the orgamization of local Chehas,
the nght to carry out all arrests, all searches, requisitions,
and confiscattons connected with counter revolutionary
crimes, speculation, crimes of office (presumably graft and
dereliction of duty), and through the press (publication
of ant-Soviet matenal), belongs exclusively to organs of
the Cheha”

The comprehensive character of this list of functions 1s
self-evident But this tremendous expansion of its orgamza
tion and 1ts competency only whetted the Cheka’s appeute

According to Gorshenin * At the end of 1918 the VChK
was reorgmzed from an organ of invesuginon 10to n
organ that also resorted directly to extra jundical (r.e,, with
out reference to the courts) measures of coercion, assuring
swift and, of necessity, cruel repression of the enemes of
the Sowviet state.”

In this candid definition Gorshenin has provided, let us
hope for his sahe unwittingly, a damaging expose of the
fraudulent, phony character of the “rights” and guaran
tees” of the mndividual written 1nto the Soviet Constituitron

The fact that Gorshenin ranks second only to Foreign
Minsster Andret Y Vishinsky among Soviet legal author
wes, lends added weight to lus words As head of the
Minsstry of Justice, which 1n the past on all too-rare occr
sions (and even then, only lower local officials were 1n-
volved) has blown the whistle on the MVD, Gorshenin
Lnows whereof he speahs when he describes 1ts methods
as “cruel”

Mr Gorshenin was dealing with the il pertod of the
lice state Since then, the Cheha has been succes

Soviet poamCd GPU, NKVD, and finally MVD And with

snvelv ren
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That s one quesion T have never heard a Soviee apologist
10 anwer

The great purge began with a bullet 1n the back of Sta-
s buur apparent, Serger Kurov, 1n the drafty second floor
‘ndor of Lemingrad s Smolny Institute on December 1,
o

A few days later, sharpeyed readers of Izvestis could
we the letters *Stalin” fantly etched onto a published
“otograph of Kirov lying 1 state. More than three years
terward, Izvestia’s chref editor, Niholar Bukhanag, was
tectited 25 2 seli<onfessed tramtor alter the last of the no-
nous “model” trials

By then the purge had almost run 1ts course The number
£ vicums never will be hnown unless some dav the archives
# the Souiet Munustry of the Interior are opened to usto-
“ans. But Russians who did not suffer close personal hurt
2 the purge are as rare as Russians unaffected by the war.
Lrecall the case of a German Communist we knew who
beld a responsible 10b One might the NKVD toch hum
away It was rumored that he had belonged to the Trotshy-
e His Russan wafe, a longstanding party member,
promptly added her own accusations She aited domestic
v, such as the arcumstance that he always Lept one
drawer of hus desh carefully Joched and never permutted
her to touch 1, as evidence that he had guilty secrets 1o
conceal

Thus display of “wigdance” not oaly allayed suspicron, but
%0 commended her to the favorable nouce of the authon-
ties that two years fater she was sent 1o Washwgron as
personal secretary of the Sovier ambassador, a supr:m:, ex
Ppression of party trust.

She returacd to Moscow at the war's end 10 find that her
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extending its acuvities to other countnes, parucularly those
with importint Communsst minorties

In 1934, the GPU was transformed 1nto the NKVD or
People’s Commussanat of Internal Alfawes, with control over
the evaf and crimunal police concentrated 1n 1ts hands
Thereafter, even dog licenses were 1ssued by the NKVD.

The great purges of the later thirues saw the widest appht
cation by the NKVD of *extra juridical measures of coer
con” when thousands of atizens were tahen off mto the
mght and never scen nor heard from 1gamn, only a tiny few
being favored with the travesty of a public “demonstratne”
trin]

One of the greatest piradoxes of il ume s the facr that
H G Yagods, who headed the GPU through its penod of
greatest expansion, and who for years literally held the Ines
of Stahin 1nd other Kremiin leaders 1 the palm of Ins hand
—tagether with the hves of millions of plan cinizens—
ended as the victim of the very instrument he had helped to
fashuon  shot by one of the finng squids he had tramed
convicted as a trator under the same procecdure he had
devised and used against thousands of others

Regrdless of w hether he was guilty or innocent of the
charges aganst him-—including the Alleged Jalling of
Maum Gorly and a phin to assassinate Stahin—the 1mph
cations for the Soviet police state system are cqually devas
tating
For 1f he was, as Vishunshy nsisted 1s prosecutor at the
1938 purge trial 1n which Yagoda figured, a depraved, cold
blooded crimmat with 2 tust for power, then how about the
hundreds of thousands dragged off to forced ‘labm camps
or shot by GPU finng squads during Yagoda's decade of

sncumbency ¥
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ex husband (one of her first acts after hus arrest had beer
to secure a divorce), hike other German emugres for whon
the Kremlin now had use, had been totally cxonerated an:
ws earmarhed for an important post 1n castern Germany
Her offer to go back to him was spurned

Toreigners who had taken out Soviet ciuzenship wen
among those hit hardest by the purge

Joe Fineberg had given the best years of Ius hife to trans
laung the works of Lenin and Stalin At the end of 193]
be disappeared Six months later he was released, loohing
twenty years older and mmus hus front teeth ‘The 1nvesu
gators had “removed them while trying to determine his
gult or innocence

Albere Troyer was a citrus fruit specialist from southern
Alabama Soviet talent scouts, looking for semeone to help
develop vanetes of lemons sutted to the Black Sea coast,
persuaded Mr Troyer to sign 2 lucritive calus contrict—
salary i dollars deposited abroad, ruble expenses pud while
n the Soviet Unton

When the Troyers reached Sukhumi in the summer of
1932, everything was hetter even than the contract provided
“They had 1 cozy bungalow on the nm of a turquoise sea
Mr “Troyer’s Soviet employers eigerly provided him sith
every expennmental faaility he requested For the first time
1n his career he could cross and graft lemons to hus heart's
content For nearly five years, the Troyers were very happy
1n their sub tropseal paradise. The Iemons grew bigger and
better, and Troyer, completely dedicited, had no tme o
interest left for pohcal desclopments

Then, one day s the spring of 1936 Ins immediate supe
fior at the botamcal stavon told Mr Troyer an order hid
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e course of the purge the Kremlin secunty setup was
deaned out mote than once.

Accordingly, 1 1939, Stalin brought s fellow Georgian *
and oldume comrade Laurenty Bena, to Moscow, to suc
ceed the fanatical, unbalanced Yazhoy Thereafter, he doubt
less rested easter
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fied humself as * Thus 1s Kursant No So and so® (A Rursa-
1s a tramnee 1n special security troop officer schools )

My most vivid recollecion 1s that of a young mother
Across the years, T sull can hear her screams as they toot
her two month-old baby from her and she and her hushane
were led off to the * Black Crow™—Russtan equualent of
the * Blach Mana,” or police wagon Only three weehs prev
tously her husband had returned from an assignment 1
Japan with all sorts of Jovely presents for his wafe and child

The brahes were applied ta the tumbrels i the summer
of 1938, and soon the purge rolled into reverse Nikoln Yez
hov, H G Yagoda’s accuser and his successor as head of
the NKVD, vanished without trace Minor purge abuses
were snvestigated and denounced The provincial pipers
were full of proccedings agnnst ogrelthe NKVD officials
who had rounded up school children s counter revolutton
arics By then the Kremhn realized that 1 its zeal to chm
tnite possible opponents 1t had undermined public morale
and impured the country’s cconomuc and mulitary streagth
through the wholesale destruction of ntellect and talent

The purge disclosed, among other things, the utter phys
1cal dependence of the all powerful Kremlin rulers on ther
NKVD bod; guard

Stalin and hus retinue no Jonger appeared tn public unless
all within gunshot had been cirefully checked for secunty
The Kremhin itself was 1n armed camp, brsthing with tom
my gunners, ever on the alert to repel sudden attach

These extraordinary precautions themselves were a soure
of gravest danger, for anyone who controlled this pratorian
gurd might easily have staged a palace revolution

Such mtentions, 1n fact, were smputed to 3 oda, and un
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Commumst Party Agtaton and Propaganda Department.
Ot recent mnmhtsy, thl luterary tastes of this body have shaped
themselves around the concept of “soctabist reatism ™ This
may be summanzed as a negauve atutude toward every-
thing and everyone not pro-Soviet and a posiuse atstude
toward everything Soviet.

Day by day, the requirements grow more didacuc. Time
was when Soviet writers dealing with the domestic scene
felt that the term “realism™ 1n the phrase “socalist real-
11" entitled them to portray some of the shoricomings, as
well as the virtues, of the new soctety That time 15 pastl

Not long ago, the State Laterary Publishing House was
ubhaly upbraided, among other thags, for reprinting The
Twelie Charrs and The Golden Calf, witty masterpieces of
thatbrilhant team of Sovier humonsts Tya 1f and Yevgeay
Petrov “The party no longes was amused by the pranks of
their central character, the clever rogue Ostap Bender

The objectson was that by leting Ostap outsmart honest
Soviet cinzens the authors had “distorted Sovset reality ™

Even Alexander Fadeyey, head of the Writers' Unton
and pasty stalwart, was ordered by the Propaganda and
Agttauon Department to revise s novel, The Young

v, © 1t - -
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oB,ected ta the tact that two underground party keaders 1

the book bungled and were caughe by the Germans, whyle

a Soviet Army general was made out to be a stuffed shust
Fadeyev admutted the “Justce” o

promised to make the required chap
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ges One does not argue
n n Department

socialist realism,” the hero of Saviet
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| yEAR, Tamary Motylyov1, leading Soviet female It
erary entic, was fired from the faculty of the Gorhy Inst
“tute of World Luterature Promptly thereafter the Mimistry
of Higher Education revoked the doctor’s degree presiously
conferred upon her

She was accused of demanding that Soviet heerature be
critical of its Sovict surroundings and of objectng to the
best works of Sovier literature® on the ground that they
did not do so Her guilt was compounded by the cireum
stance that she had once quoted an opinion of ‘the flthy
trutor Leon Blum ™

Morcover, in her book entitled German Literature in the
Struggle Against Tascism, she made ‘ the cosmopolite Lion
Feuchtwanger” otit 1s an anu Fascist This n atsclf was
enough to brand her as 2 bourgeos cosmopolite” who
*judged works not from the position of high party character
but from the position of a cold and mdifferent Tsthete

In plan language, Motylyora had commtted the unfor
givable sin of not using the party hine as the supreme cn
terion of hiterary cniicism

The party has decreed that the purpose of lnterature 1s
10 advance the causc of communism, and» eme juds ==

of whether a given effort seeves the e,
103
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Communist Party Agitanon and Propagands Department
Of recent months, the literary tastes of this body have shaped
themseles around the concept of “soniahist realism ™ This
sy be summanzed as a negauve atutude toward every-
thung and everyone not pro-Sovict and a posve atutude
toward everything Soviet.

Day by day, the requirements grow more didacuc. Time
wis when Sovier writers dealing with the domestic scene
felt that the term “realism™ in the phrase ‘ socialist real
sm” entitled them to portray some of the shortcomings, as
=0l 23 the virtues, of the new society That ume 15 past!

Mot fong ago, the State Literary Publishung House was
blily upbraided, among other thungs, for repunting The
welte Chars and The Golden Calf witty masterpeces of
2t brllian® team of Sovict humorsts Tlya 11f and Yevgeny
itrov The party no longer was amused by the pranks of
wit centeal character the clever rogue Ostap Bender

The objecuon was that by leting Ostap outsmart honest

vt aitizens the authors had  distorted Soviet reabity ™

Even Alexander Fadeyev, head of the Wrters Union
od pany salwart was ordered by the Propaganda and
Agitanon Department to revise s novel, The Young
Guard by far the finest Sovset book. to come out of the war
Two years aftes The Young Guard had won the Stalin first
prize, the Propaganda and Agitation D-partment suddenly
objected to the fact that two underground party leaders in
the book bungled and were caught by the Germans while
2 Sovier Army general was made out to be 2 stuffed shurg

Fadeyev admutted the “justicc” of the cnticsm and

promused to mahe the required chang,
with the ¥ d

es One
paganda and Agitaton D. dots not argue
~ Under the canons of “socialist realism »

s

the hero of Saviet
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Interature 1s and must be ‘the new Soviet man' whose
prescribed attributes are “moral purity, faithfulness in love
and friendship,” plus a “passionate feeling of Soviet patnot
ssm ” Bue with all the good will 1zt che world a writer may
run nto pitfalls if he tries 1o vary the formula

In hus latest phy, Beketoo's Career, nsing Soviet play
wright Anatoly Sofronov, whose play, Moscomw Character,
earncd hum a Stalin first prize, tackled the subject of Sovet
carecrism

Beletov, the villan of the prece, 15 an unscrupulous and
ambitious engtncer who frames and blackmails 1n innocent
harvester factory manager in order to get his job

"The hero 15 Behetov’s son, a fine, upstanding young Kom
somol member, who discovers the foul play by reading bis
father’s mail and, in good Komsomo! fashion, turns his
parent in to the proper authorities. Enthused the Literary
Gazette “The play presents questions of Bolshevikh morbty
Leenly and correctly In it are shown the moral purity and
clanity and noble inner world of the young Sovset man, for
whom the motherland s nterest are personal interests™

Sofronov’s colleagues thought so, 0o, and awarded him 1
playwright's prize Many theaters busied themselves adding
Belctov's Career to therr repertories

The Propagwnda and Agitanon Department thaughe
otherwise, and its organ, Culeure and Lafe came out with a
scorching denunciation of the play because 1t concentrated
on the charcter of the eareerist, who was held to be far more
plausible than the “positave™ characters

Culture and Lafe went on to lish the Literary Ga=ette for
sts uncriical reviews of Beketov s Carcer and of another
play, Ttery Ruter, by Kozhevnikov

The Luterary Gazette editors Yt
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ditorully admtted that “ynreservedly appraving and L‘Vf:ﬂ
sthusiasue articles about these medsocre works showned “a
departure from Bolthewnik sntegriy 10 the pages of the
Luerary Gazette'

:\.s?m!e. 2 18 the older witers who find 1t hardest 0
adipr themselves to the Literary canons of the Propaganda
and Agrtanion Department

Beftre the war, the ficron wruter was sull comparatively
free 1w follow hus fancy provided he did ot attack the

fegume or imject any-Soviet thsts and AVANCCS
Somg 11=3rtt 1 - - -

faera

stung L~ e auc LULAnt poct Bons
Pasternak, after bewng severely censured for non-conformuty,
bas taken to traaslating Shakespeare.

Nikolu: Pogodin, one of the best prewsr Sowiet play-
wrights, who so far has been unable to readjust himeell,
early this year publicly inverghed aganst ' the compulsion
that fatally influences the art of the theater™

By tway of allustration, he charged that the director of the
Moscow Art Theater—pinnacle of the Russian stage—1n
choosing a tiew play for production, reasoned thus “Surov
(the aurhor) 15 now 1 favos He's a party man and dbvious-
1y Lnows what ats all about, so we can’t go wrong” This,

Pogodin sad, illustrated the * prevating cymecal sndiffer
ence”

Pogodin, after severe reprimands, fully recanted Hos Jase
pivy, however, Missours Waltz, pusporung to cxposs the
corrupuion of Kansas City peliucs, earned hum the cnyasm
that hus corrupt poliucians were mare human than hus “pog;
uve types,” the Amencan Communusts

T Tt Y sebacks, mach of what 15 wrtien
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shows promise and talent Some of the new plays are good
entertmnment  One of the few prose wnters who has
adapted humselE to the new canon without losing his Lterary
craftsmanship 1s Konstantin Fedin, whose novel, Unatsual
Summer, won im a Stahin prize thus year Also most read
able 1s Vasilt Azhayev’s Far From Moscor, another pnze
winner

All of these wnters fully meet specifications 1 paung
the “new man of the Soviet epochs™ in the glowng colors
demanded by the party Propaganda and Aguation Depart
ment

At least, they do as of this moment

2

O or the genune cultural achievements of the Soviet
regime has been to bring the classics of Russian and world
Literature to the masses The great wnters of the past, espe
aally the Russtan hiterary giants of the nincteenth century,
have been made widely asulable to the Sovict reading pub
lie n cheap edinons Their sales well exceed thase of
present day Soviet worhs

In performing thus service, the authorities go to consider
able lengths to establish the clum thae the present Com
rmunust system 1s the Iineal descendant 1nd end product of
the finest cultural and heerary traditions of the past—thx
figures Iike Pushhin, Lermontav, Tolstoy, and even Byron,
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antt American cympagn from Pushhin He quotes the fo
low ing excerpt " For some time the North Amesrcan stav
hase commanded the general attention of thinking peop.
i Europe . . . They saw wath astomshment democerey 1
ats most disgusting cymesm, in xts cruel propdice and o
erable tyranny . . Greed and envy on the part of the vo
ers, imdity and servility on the part of the sdmmstrator
such 15 the preture of America recently placed before us *
While Pushin’s role as the founder of modern Russia
Iterature and of the hterary Russian language s nehtl
emphasized, there 1s a tendency to gloss over hus affinitc
with the West and deny hus hiterary hinship with person
Iike Keats and Shelley and, espeannlly, Byron
In like manner, the Sovet regime has tihen over th
hentage of the great humanutarinn and herary enue Ve
sanon Behinsky, whose short hife was consumed bauthing wit
the czanst police state on behalf of 1atellectual freedom
Belinshy stressed the avilizing influence of western Euro
pean culture on many aspects of Russian lfe, ncluding
Titerature, which he described as “a tree transplnted 1
Russtan soil from the West * Were he here today, this alone
would be enough to brand lum = *bourgeos cosmopolite™
Such views are either sgnored or discounted One Soviet
writer, without much regard for chronology, cxpluned them
away as datng from Behinshy's younger, immature penod
Gosol, who nidiculed the injustices and abuses of tis ame
1 hus ymmortal Dead Souls and The Inspector Generdl, also
1 acclmmed, even though * he did not see the way to oves
come social cantradicions™ This, tanslated from party
means he was pot 1n f1vor of violent revoluuon
his patnousm A recent eruc
passace wherst= o hlens

vernaculin,
Gogol 15 pnized manly for
quotes with warm approt Ala
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w o faeimn amten by fehicle deawn

s T
The brlkant sa

a .1,

unst Saltyhov-Schednn, who meralessly

s ~nd nrer A em of the czanst bureay-

12 Sovzet bureaveracy

The Sovtet clam to the gentle, penetrating Anton Chel-
hov 15 argued from the arcumstance that lus characters,
frustrated by the drabness of therr provincral hives, frequent-
ly prophesy the advent of a beuter, happier world The as
sumpuion 1 that the present Soviet order 1s what Chekhov
and his characters were loohung forward to Even the rghey
Leo Tolstoy, for all us mythucal 1deatism, has been pruned

P S P O
Soviet—meanmng of the terms Were they here todas, 1t
hardly hikely thuis would endear them to the Sovier police
state

Acadermician ‘Tarle, who has studred the source materual,
}‘1‘01(}: that ’ﬁ\l‘ldxﬂns }_d:‘hbsm'dy. connived to get nd of
ness™

The thought suzgests nself that were they and
others here today, the procesy of o most of the
been even swilter froses of 1 quidon would bave

The arwesrear

Rusaan writer to whom the Soviet has layd
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no clum but has repudnted as hopelessly and seredeemably
reacbonary 15 Feodor Dostoevsky When catic V- Kurponn
sought to bring hum 1nto line he lost hus post on the faculs
of the Luterary Institute, The Literary Gazette charged Kir
poun with “attempuing to rehabiitate the vicrous sworh
enemy of the Revolution and democrauc resvolunonarics,
Dastoevshy *

Sull, of all hiterary figures, Dostoevsky wonld best under
stand the mentality of the police state The proceedings of
the palitical trexson traals, with thesr uncanny <clf 1ceusa
wans, often red just fike 1 Dastoevshy novel Dostoevshy
wotld have felt far more at home in the present Soviet
politeeal temperature than Pushhmn, and would have under
stood 1t better Perhaps that s why he 1s so violently re
pudhated

3

"W e stusr create for Soviet chuldren works thar will
weathfully exposc the beastly countenance of the Anglo-
Amencan ampenahists, those warmongers, slhive trad
ers O
Thus spohe shy nuld mannered Serger Mikhakloy, fnvor-
ste ehaldren’s author, to the Llesenth Congress of the Kom
somol last spning By that time, Mikhakloy, ke so mny
other former friends, blushed with embareassment and pre-
1ended nat 1o see us if we chanced to run across him

A few davs after this speech, our son- oracticalls 1n tears.
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no clam but has repudited as hopelessly and irredeemably
reactionary 15 Feodor Dostoevshy When ¢ritie V- Kurpotin
sought to brng him :nto line he lost his post on the faculty
of the Laterary Instutute The Literary Gazette charged Kir
poun with “attempung to rehabilnate the vicious sworn
cnemy of the Revoluton and democratic revolutionanes,
Dostoevshy
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W scust creare for Soviet chuldren works thit will
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Amencan imperiahsts, those warmongers, slve trad
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Thus spol ¢ shy nuld mannered Serger Mikhakloy, fnor
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somol last spring By that tine, Mikhallov, Iike so many
other former friends, blushed with embarrassment and pre
tended not 10 see us if we chanced to run across him

A few days after this speech, our son, practically an tears,
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either 1n the leid or 1n auntliary parts No comedy revae
complete without several anti American numbers

Constantne Simonoy, first to hut the jackpot with 1 an
Amencan pliy (The Russian Question), declared 1n a rece
burst of self<rticism that 1nstead of spending so much tin
on the “split personality” of Hearst reportess he should he
concentrated more on “their actual daily anti-Soviet acut
ues” )

Certainly a5 time goes on, the anti-American activities §
Soviet writers tend to get rougher 1

Roughest ant-Ameniean quichie to date is a play by pa
playwnght Antoly Surov utled The Mad Hakerdashe
‘The chief character 1s a haberdashery salesman from Kanst
Caty, Missours, who has a strong physical resemblince {
Hutler. The Pendergast machine polierans hit upon th
1wdea of procluming that he 1s indeed der Fuchrer, seerett
saved from the Chancellery bunher, and plugging lum fo
President on an Amencan Naz plaform

Apparently some of the party Propagandt and Agitauon
Department gagged over this, for announced openings o
the play huve been canceled several umes

The puty hine on America runs thus The United Stae
15 the center of world capitalism and the rallying point o
alt forces hostle to the Soviet Umon, which 15 the leader o
“progresse mankind” i this current penod of world w,de
polanization The United States Government, Which 1s the
agent of American monopoly capstal, 1s 1ntent on achicying
world hegemony, and 1n this eonnection 15 plinmng an .
gressive war on the Soviet Union
As 1s customary in Commuist practice, once the hine g¢
formulued, the Propaganda and Aguavon Depantmene
chooses the facts to support it -






